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t's late. 2:36 a.m. to be exact. No matter that

it's past curfew.

Most nights, by this time, senior Alicia
Salcido would be asleep at home, but on this
early spring morning, she sits at her favorite
spot, about two miles from her home. She
calls it ‘The Circle.” She talks with her friends
and enjoys a chicken sandwich.

“It was the second day of Neon Desert,”
she said. “When it ended, we weren’t ready
to go home, so we went to this spot by
Radford to just hang out. It’s a park | found
while [ was exploring.”

Salcido goes exploring weekly and said
she’s found over 20 spots, including an
underground bus that’s supposedly haunted,
and Three Kings Point on the westside.

Like Salcido, senior Adrian Gil found a
place of his own while walking around the
neighborhood.

“| needed to clear my head,” he said,

by jonathan castro

“so | went out for a walk. I used to live in

the Northeast. Around the corner from

my house, I discovered this slope on the
Franklins [Mountains| that serves as a
reservoir. | actually met some guy while |
was up there. He told me about his life. It
was pretty cool. I have since moved back near
Burges, but I still go hang out at my spot
every once in a while.”

Not all hangouts are located in isolated
places. Sophomore Melanie Orona found her
favorite place when she was five.

“By far the best place to go eat and
hang out at is Whataburger,” Orona said. “I
always get the chicken strips. It's good food,
just sensational. I like that it’s a Texas thing
because growing up here, it feels personal.
It's good to have something that is our
own. The first time | went | had the chicken
strip kids meal, and I loved it. I've loved
Whataburger ever since.”

TEA TIME

It's another routine Friday afternoon for junior Juan
Rodriguez as he sits at Tippi Tea located on the
westside. "About two years ago | discovered it. Since
then, | try to go once a week. The atmosphere in there
is so calm. It's very hipster."
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HEAVEN ON EARTH

With her best friend, junior Jasmine Tabler shares

funnel cake fries at French Fry Heaven, located on

Edgemere. “They have the best fries in town,” she

said. "They have so many options. My favorite is

the baked tater platter. | try not to go too often
"::5_. because | want it to be special.”

jonathan castro

BOXED IN

A white chocolate mocha in
hand, senior Marissa Castillo
watches people walk by at The
Coffee Box, located downtown.
“It's my place to go and unwind
after a rough day,” she said.
“It's so small but there's beauty
in it. In other coffee shops like
Starbucks there are so many.
people, but here you're on your
own."
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FACT: Still a popular place to eat, Chico’s Tacos opened in 1953. “We used to hang out at the Oasis, The Clock, and Chico's Tacos after football games."

through them and listen to the silence.

there," she said. “It's like a second ’ and they at [ L { v S ' | J You can hear all the small cracks and
home. We are so comAfortab‘Ie in there." 2eliy eld . 4 - . — ' _ Y drips of water." (photo by jonathan
. Me s been in choir since she _ : the band hallway. L. a } e e ¥ - )
L g
WO student life : 3 ) ; : R ; hidden gems | |

A Rl T e . .



