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YEARS BETWEEN
MARIETTA JOHNSON GETS IT.  
    “To me, the Graduate Hall is the essence of St. Mark’s: it’s community, 
it’s excellence. It’s following through with each individual student,” said 
the veteran of 43 years in the classroom here. 

She gets the significance of history and tradition — those traits that 
were immortalized this past summer when the study hall in Centennial 
was transformed into a powerful repository of history: a listing of every 
graduate of the school, from 109 years back — onward to the most recent 
graduating class, the class of 2015.

And for Johnson, the names on the wall — eight in her family alone — 
forever etched on the rich cherry wood panelled walls, Marietta Johnson 
does most assuredly get the meaning of the new Graduate Hall.                                              
          Story continues, next page
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Marietta Johnson points out one of 
the eight names in her family that 
appear on the walls of Graduate Hall. 
Formerly referred to as the study 
hall, the room was transformed over 
the summer to list every graduate of 
the school during its 109 year history.
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Johnson’s story is not unlike 
many other families who, 

for generations, have entrusted 
their sons to the teachers and 
administrators here, to shape 
them, to mold them, as one of the 
school’s ideals says, “from boys to 
men.”

“There are quite a few people 
in there that have dads, brothers 
or cousins up there,” Johnson 
said. “It’s unifying and shows the 
importance of the individual to this 
institution.”

With many of her own family 
members on the walls, the 
significance of the names is not 
lost on her.

 “I have an uncle who graduated 
from the Terrill School [a school 
from which St. Mark’s derived] in 
1915 and [my grandson] Walter 
graduated in 2015. That’s a 
difference of 100 years,” she said.

Eugene McDermott Headmaster 
David Dini recognizes the unifying 
qualities of the project that took 
more than 20 years to come to 
fruition. 

“It recognizes everyone that’s 
graduated from the school in a 
consistent standard way, and I 
think it’s a real equalizer,” Dini said. 
“You may have a distinguished 
alumnus next to somebody’s name 
that you might not know, and that’s 
really special.”

Dini also sees it as an important 
link to the school’s past. 

“It adds a greater sense of 
place, and an enhanced awareness 
about the importance of our 
history,” Dini said.        

For Dini, the school’s 18th 
headmaster, the walls of the 
Graduate Hall are steeped with 

history and are enhancements to 
the breadboards around campus 
listing the valedictorians, student 
leaders and Headmaster’s Cup 
winners of years past —  historical 
markers of the Legacy Project 
completed only a few years before.

Director of Development Jim 
Bob Womack ‘98 views the names 
on the walls as an opportunity for 
teachers to  connect with the past. 

“I hope faculty can walk in and 
see the years of boys that they’ve 
poured into to create success in 
their lives,” Womack said. “Those 
faculty members can walk in and 
remember what they’ve done to 
make this place special. They’re 
the ones who have created our 
success.”

Johnson herself senses these 
experiences as she points to the 
name of students whom she 
taught in fifth grade, many long 
years ago. 

 “I see the names on the wall, 
and I see how he really grew so 
much here at St. Mark’s,” Johnson 
said. “It makes me aware of them 
and how they grew, and how they 
developed, and how they became 
their own person.” 

The walls tie her to the past, 
not just through family but also 
through all the students Johnson 
has interacted with over more than 
four decades she has served the 
school.

“I think that’s a strength of 
St. Mark’s,” the veteran educator 
said.  “There’s an emphasis on 
community, and serving the 
community. All of that is a part 
of encouraging the whole boy 
to reach his potential. Not just to 
educate him, but to reach his full 
potential.” 

WITH A CONNECTION TO 
COUNTLESS ALUMS, MARIETTA 
JOHNSON IS NOW ABLE TO SEE 
THE NAMES OF ALL HER FAMILY 
MEMBERS AND STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE WALKED ACROSS 
THE COMMENCEMENT STAGE.

HOW THE YEARS HAVE GONE BY

G R A D U A T E  H A L L
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LOOKING BACK Giving a speech at the Graduate Hall Dedication, 
Board of Trustees President Taylor Wilson ‘81 (upper left) points towards 
the name of graduate Wallace Hall ‘80 as he stands in attendance next 
to Eugene McDermott Headmaster David Dini. While newly-refitted 
with names lining all four walls, the Graduate Hall is still a working study 
hall, and Charlie Hubbard (upper right) puts the finishing touches on 
an English paper in the peace and quiet. Showing his pride in his son’s 
accomplishments, maintenance staffer Jose Muratalla (above) points to 
his son’s name in the class of 2012 roster.

UNFORGOTTEN NAMES Framed by over 
5,400 names along the walls of Graduate Hall, 
Marietta Johnson stands among the names 
of family members, past students and all the 
rest of the graduates whom she has gotten to 
know during her decades at St. Mark’s. 


