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ne quick step at a time, both Bigs and Littles walked 
to orchestra with an excited look on their faces. They 
placed their presents on the table and searched for the 

ones bearing their names, and when they finally found them, 
they quickly opened them to find fun surprises. 

Orchestra members participated in Bigs and Littles gift 
exchanges every year, but for the first time, they didn’t wait to 
reveal whose Big was whose — they knew from day one. 

“I love Bigs and Littles because it’s brought me closer to my 
fellow classmates,” senior Annalee Nelson said. “This year I got 
another harpist, and it’s non-secretive so we’ve grown much 
closer, and it’s given us a reason to bond and talk.”

Others agreed with Nelson that Bigs and Littles gave them a 
valuable opportunity. 

“Bigs and Littles is a fun and great way to meet and get to 
know other orchestra students that I would otherwise not have 
gotten to know,” senior Austin Martin said.

The activity wasn’t specific to the student’s own orchestra. 
Instead, it was spread out between orchestras, so the students 
could get a Big or Little in another class. 

“Bigs and Littles is neat because it spans all the orchestras 
and allows for more interaction between all of us,” senior Julia 
Schoos said. “The candy is an added bonus, of course.”

Usually, a Big was an upperclassman, and a Little an 
underclassman, so the gift exchange made room for mingling 
between the two groups.

“Doing Bigs and Littles means that there is someone in an-
other orchestra that I can talk to,” sophomore Stephane Massa 
said.

The friends made through Bigs and Littles were ones that 
students trusted to share their feelings with.  

“I like how Bigs and Littles lets you get to know the under-
classmen a little better,” senior Olivia Lynch said. “I enjoy how 
it makes everyone feels more included, like a family, instead of 
having everyone separated by class periods.”
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At the winter concert on Dec. 1, fresh-
man Vikram Alamela plays the violin. 
The trio of Alamela and freshmen 
Matthew Santoso and Soham Roy per-
formed while the rest of the freshman 
orchestra accompanied them in the 
background.

Sophomore Moët Seckler performs 
her UIL piece on Feb. 10 for family and 
friends. “The harp ensemble at Westlake 
is undoubtedly one of the most impres-
sive ones out there,” Seckler said. “I love 
being able to immerse myself in music 
every day.”

1 Dressed as a zombie for orchestra’s 
annual Carnival, sophomore Rosemarie 
Pousset gets ready to play. “I’ve played 
at Carnival since I was in the middle 
school orchestra, and it’s always been 
one of my favorite concerts of the year 
because we get to dress up and the 
pieces we play are fun,” Pousset said. 
“It’s also really emotional when the 
seniors give flowers to their parents — 
it’s all very traditional.” 2 On stage at 
Nutcracker Spectacular, senior Amelia 
Stroud performs on the cello for the au-
dience. “Nutcracker was truly a unique 
and fun experience,” Stroud said. “I’ve 
been a participant in the orchestra for 
the past three years. This year I had the 
opportunity to perform on stage with 
a talented string ensemble and in the 
grand finale with the band. This was 
an exciting way to end my Nutcracker 
experience.” 3 With a smile on his face, 
freshman Jack McMahon plays the 
bass at the winter concert. Westlake 
orchestras played holiday music at the 
winter concert every year. 4 Focused 
on her performance, junior Abby Audet 
plucks the strings of the harp. “I always 
felt drawn to the harp, and I love it 
because it’s so unique,” Audet said. “It’s 
such an elegant instrument, and playing 
it makes you feel like an angel.”

string spotlight harp on it CELLO, IT’S ME
“I’ve been playing cello since 
middle school because orches-
tra is a fun elective to take. The 
cello has a nice mellow sound.”

Catherine Zhang, 9

face the music
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Part of the Philharmonic Orchestra, 
junior Carlo Fraga Beverido concen-
trates on playing the correct notes 
on his viola. “I started playing violin 
in middle school,” Fraga Beverido 
said. “I chose it because I liked the 
idea of playing music.”

sound of music
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Musicians in 
orchestra and 
harp ensemble 
give gifts and 
make friends

“When I was in sixth grade, I 
signed up for orchestra because 
I heard a cello song and really 
fell in love with the sound.”

Casey Hallman, 10

“I started playing violin because 
I already played piano, but I 
wanted to try something
different.”

Emily Mayer, 12

“I thought the violin was re-
ally cool and looked pretty and 
thought everyone in orchestra 
before me was cool.”

Sage Sutton, 11

“I wanted to have experience 
with an instrument when I got 
into middle school, and string 
instruments sound beautiful.”

Jeff Cai, 12

“I really enjoy music, so I 
decided I wanted to learn to 
play the violin. I thought it was a 
lovely instrument.”

Tiffany Chung, 11

“My older sister inspired me to 
start playing viola. I had grown 
up watching her play, and she’s 
always been my role model.”

Emily Klein, 11
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