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82%
take at least 
one honors/AP 
course

53%
take at least 
one fine arts 
course

89%
spend at least 
two hours a day 
on homework

77%
participate in at 
least one sport

You said...

by Erin Kang & Wyatt Wolf

First Week Flashback
Juniors Lizzie Duncan, Ximena Eguia, and Alex Withey meet 
on the first day of school for breakfast.

Juniors Josie Needham, Daniella Villegas, and Emma Jalili get 
together for breakfast. Josie said, "My heart was so happy to 
see all of the wonderful people and teachers that I missed 
over the summer."

Juniors Rachel Bacon and Mandy LaPorte sit together in the 
dining hall on the first day. Bacon said, "I was excited  to see 
all of my friends again and conquer another year together."
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Juniors Rachelle Diaz, Natalie Urrego, and Winston Hewes get 
cookies at lunch on their first day.
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My Mane Girl
Junior Josie Needham is a competitive horseback rider, giving 
her the opportunity to participate in off-campus P.E.

Needham started riding when she was six years old and riding 
competitively at 11 years old.

“I love riding because I feel connected to my horse, but I also 
love how it's a way to de-stress,” Needham said. “My favorite 
part is the bond I have with my horse and the trust between 
our two species.”

Needham spends about six hours a week riding, but on 
average, a total of 25 hours per week at the barn taking care 
of her off-the-track racehorse, Little Rita.

“Ninety percent of horseback riding is the care we give to our 
horses,” Needham said. “It is like having a child that weighs 
2,000 pounds.”

Horses need a lot of care and attention. Needham said she 
needs to put Little Rita before herself in order to have a 
healthy relationship with her.

When she goes to college, Needham will not be able to 
continue competitive riding, but plans to ride Little Rita 
whenever she returns to Texas on breaks.

Needham competes in riding


