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Patricio porras
His eyes widened as the doctor 

explained the seriousness of 
his staff infection. If sophomore 

Patricio Porras would have waited 
another week, the infection could 
have easily spread to his bones and 
led to the amputation of his left 
leg.

     In the past year, Porras was 
diagnosed and cleared twice of a 
serious staff infection on the 
shin of his leg. A small cut from 
playing a game of baseball with 
his friends became infected 
when he went swimming after.

     “I was devastated after the surgery to 
remove the staff infection because I wasn’t 
even able to walk for a while, let alone play 
football,” Porras said. “But I wasn’t going 
to let anything overwhelm me, not even 
the fear of the staff infection coming back 
for a third time.”

     While the staff 
infection threatened 

his leg, Porras feared losing the 
opporunity to play football even more.

     “I do really enjoy the sport of football, and I didn’t 
want to give it up,” Porras said. 

    Throughout the beginning of 
the season, Porras went to every 
JV football game and practice to 
watch other athletes playing his 
positions like center, defensive 
tackle, strong guard and strong 
tackle to see what he needed to do 
to come back to the game stronger 
and ready to play. After the first 
three games, Porras received news 
clearing him to play.

     “I played the fourth game of the year 
without any physical practice,” Porras said. 
“I didn’t want to waste any time off the field. 
After I recovered, my team pushed me to 
keep working to make sure I stayed strong 
and didn’t give up because they know my 
love of the game.”

Story by Kayla Starnes

“The best 
part of th

is year wa
s track.   

  

It was my first time being involved in any activities.”

Isabel Garcia Cabrera, 10
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