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142 in OURSELVES | faculty Ramos - Zaffos

Noe Ramos  Custodian  
Rennie Rebe  Social Studies, Athletics

Doug Rensi  AEP
April Richardson  Science

Kim Riley  Science, Athletics
Laura Ringwood  Math

Kristy Robins  English
Debbie Rodell  Math
Kirk Rogers  Athletics

Melissa Rohrbough  CTE
Erin Root  Special Education

Kelly Rosier  Science

Lynden Rosier  CTE
Dhukka Rozina  Child Nutrition  

Hunter Ruffin  Science
Tony Salazar  Athletics

Heidi Sauer  Counselor
Allison Scacco  English

Jenalee Scott  Child Nutrition 
Erika Scovill  Math

Cindy Seferian   Nurse  
Stephen Shands  Assistant Principal

Steve Sifner  Choir
Haley Slinkard   Special Education TA  

Brad Smith  Math
Lauren Smith  Hyline, Star Steppers

Max Smith  Special Education
Edward Snouffer   Choir 

Alison Soelter  CTE, Athletics
Tracey Sorenson  Counseling Assistant

Bryn Speer  Band, Color Guard
Carol Spivey  Special Education

Gary Stein  American Sign Language
Jacob Stern  Social Studies, Athletics

Carol Stewart  CTE
Mary Lee Stinson  Special Education

Lindsey Stokes  Teaching Assistant
Jeff Strange  Technical Theater

Rebecka Stucky  English
Kerry Taylor  Band

Valerie Taylor  English
Martha Thomas  Science

someone who made a

“My grandfather gave me his old Stella 
guitar. It gave me a chance to learn an 
instrument that I still love to play.”

English teacher Lee Bergen

“My language arts teacher made an effort 
to help me get to know my classmates. 
From her I learned my joy of writing, which 
led to a lifelong interest in language.”

Latin teacher Natalie Cannon

“My high school history teacher told me to 
apply to Notre Dame University instead of 
A&M. I applied, and I got in. The decision to 
go to Notre Dame changed my life. I’m still 
in contact with him today.”

English teacher Chuck Nowland

“My dad because he always worked hard 
and treated people right and was a good 
role model for me.”

World Geography teacher Lane Grigg

“Teaching Latin is more than just teaching a dead language.  It’s teaching about culture and history, mythology and English word origins.” Latin teacher Alan Abbe

Rebecca Thomas  Art
Joel Thompson  Special Education Life Skills
Cindy Todd   El Paisano Yearbook, 
Photojournalism

David Tolin  Technical Theatre
Chelsea True  Math
Marcela Uribe  Special Education

Jackie Uselton  CTE
Jason Van Meter  Special Education
Armando Vazquez  Math, Athletics

Amie Vetscher  English
Lacey Victor  Math
Tatum Vincent  Math

Kristi Waidhofer  Counselor
Jon Watson  Speech, Debate
Zach Weikert   Special Education TA

Haeli Wey  Math
Allyson White  Social Studies  
Douglas Wilson  Social Studies, Athletics

Bob Witowski  Science
Mary Wolters  Social Studies
Laura Wright  Science

So close, but not close enough  — in his opinion.
Just footsteps away, superintendent Dr. Tom 

Leonard sits in his office at the top of the hill dream-
ing of one day getting lost in the halls of Westlake 
High School. 

“I hope [that the students] would not find me 
unapproachable,” Leonard said. “If they see me and 
come up and want to have a conversation, I would 
welcome that.”

Since joining the district on July 1, Leonard’s 
responsibilities had kept him busy. Hidden in his 
central administration office, few had the opportu-
nity to meet Leonard the man versus Leonard the 
superintendent.

“Dr. Leonard the man is very positive in life,” 
Leonard said. “In terms of hobbies, I trail ride with my 
horse that’s back in Illinois, I play the piano, saxo-
phone, guitar and enjoy traveling — particularly to 
France — but otherwise I really enjoy the work that I 
do here at Westlake.” 

Leonard’s love for the outdoors and travel had 
taken him all over the world.

“I travel whenever I can,” Leonard said. “I’ve been 
to all 50 states in the United States, and not a lot of 
people have done that. I have done a lot of back-
packing and mountain climbing. I’ve hiked Rainier, 
Challenger and Baker in Washington State. I am also 
a certified scuba diver and have dived all around 
the world.”

Although traveling was one of Leonard’s favor-
ite hobbies, moving to Austin (from the Chicago 
area) had exposed him to a whole new culture that 
couldn’t be experienced on a short vacation.  

“I love the fact that there are so many restaurants 
that you can eat outside almost year-round. I also 
have developed a great appreciation for barbecue 
and the subtleties between the different types of 
barbecue that I never knew existed,” Leonard said. 
“You guys [in Austin] do that very well.”

Despite his love for music, travel and messy foods, 
Leonard’s primary focus remained on the students 
and staff in Eanes. 

“I look forward to getting to know more about 
what’s going on in the school district,” Leonard said. 
“I haven’t had time to spend it with the individual 
schools, but I see that coming in the next few 
months.” 
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superintendent Dr. Tom Leonard

by Jesse Olguin

MAN
HE’S THE

Adventurous new superintendent 
hopes for more student interaction

Natalie Wyll  Math
Meredith Yanchak  Theater

Kevin Yeoman  ESL
Peter Zaffos  Band
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