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 IT IS

“UNEXPECTED.”  

 SARA PRAYTOR, 11

FURRY FRENZY
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Shirt off and lying across the salon bed of Delux Nails and 
Spa, football captain and senior Tristan Walker watched 
in fear as the esthetician rubbed wax on his chest. She 

smeared hot wax with a popsicle stick, took out a strip of paper 
and placed it in the middle of his chest, then ripped. 
     Tristan winced in pain as the stylist, senior Jaylan Cruz and 
junior Chris Meyer doubled over laughing. The action, repeated 
about 20 times, made Tristan’s chest red and smooth. The only 
trace of hair left was a patch shaped into a buffalo. 
     Pressured by the cheers of student body, Tristan revealed his 
masterpiece at the Richland rivalry pep rally Sept. 26. Despite a 
rough start to the football season, he showed the symbol without 
a trace of embarrassment.  
     “At first at the pep rally I was just standing there in the middle, 
and everyone on the football team was yelling at me to show 

1 / FEEL THE HYPE /  The band plays the fight song as senior Bailey Skinner, 
senior Danielle Jacobs, junior Sara Praytor, senior Melissa Gomez, sophomore Haley 
Kimbrough and senior Kianna Kelly’s arms start to cross and chants fill the air at the 
Richland game on Oct. 26. Senior Melissa Gomez and sophomore Leah Singleton 
joined the rest of the Herders in a dance to energize the crowd. “I had so much fun with 
all the Herders,” Gomez said. “It was bittersweet because it was my senior year and it 
was my first year as a Herder.” Photo by Hayley Bridges
2 / ALMA MATER /  Hands in the air and pinkies locked, varsity football players 
join together as they sing the alma mater during the first pep rally on Aug. 28. “The 
last-first pep rally made me sad because I know football season will be over in a snap,” 
senior Matthew Garcia said. “The pep rally did make me pumped up for the first game 
of the season.” Photo by Cindara Souvanna
3 / SHOWER OF SPIRIT/  Baby powder and streamers filled the air as soon as 
the varsity football players made a touchdown at the Richland game. The game ended 
with Richland taking the win with a score of 46-35. “The game made me so happy, 
seeing all the support we got despite the outcome of the game,” senior Baylee Long 
said. “The spirit this year is amazing.” Photo by Giovanna Villalpando

2

3

it,” Tristan said. “So I looked at the APs, then I looked at the 
coaches, and I was just like, ‘Okay, might as well’.” 
     In fact, a majority vote by the football team in the locker room  
his sophomore year pre-determined the waxing tribute because 
Tristan’s chest bared the most hair of all the other team members, 
even then. 
     “Everyone on the team talked about it for two years,” Tristan 
said. “I told them I would do it my senior year because I wanted 
to go all out for my final season.” 
     As the season progressed, the buffalo on his chest started to 
grow out and itch; however, Tristan refused to shave it.  
     “I finally shaved off the buffalo after the last game,” Tristan 
said. “It was the end of the season, and the buffalo was for the 
football team, so it just had to end with the season.” Story by 
Marissa Valdez Photo by Cindara Souvanna
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