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At the first playoff game of 
the season against Wylie 
East, junior Preston King 

plays the Trombone during 
the half time show. It was 

the first year marching 
band had the opportunity to 
perform at a playoff game. 
“We are a family,” Preston 
said. “We are together all 

the time and we all want to 
be. We provide music and 
entertainment during half 

time.”
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INCREDIBLE
INDEPENDENT
INTELLIGENT
INFORMATIVE
INVOLVED
INNOVATIVE
INTRIGUING
INVESTED

THE PEOPLE

BRINGING IT TOGETHER
Before the Independent Study Mentorship (ISM) presentation on Dec. 16, ISM Adviser Matt Pirtle 
gives the students words of encouragement. Students created a visual display of the research 
they collected for the Winter Showcase. “I had to pull an all-nighter to finish my display board,” 
sophomore Nisa Sheikh said. “[ISM] seems like a lot of work but it all comes together in the end.”

Pictured (left to right): Yashi 
Yadav (12), David Sietmann 
(12), Ryan Dao (12), Humza 
Sohail (12), Chinaza Agbor 
(11),  Nisa Sheikh (12), Sara 
Byerly (12), Lakshmi Kunam 
(11), Mikaela Dapremont (11), 
and Harshini Vivekanandan 
(11)
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“The night before, I watched 
videos of people skydiving,” 
senior Dana D’Argo said. “The 
first one I watched, the woman’s 
parachute didn’t open but I still 
wasn’t scared.”

DON’T  THINK,  JUST  JUMP

“The landing was really scary,” 
senior Andraleya Allo said. “The 
guy told me to lift my legs up or 
they would break.” 

Photo courtesy of Dana D’Argo

When seniors Andraleya Allo and 
Dana D’Argo decided to go “tandem 
skydiving” at the Dallas Skydive 

Center on Feb. 8, they were forced to build 
the courage to jump into the unexpected. 
This was similar to the start of a new 
school year, we were pushed to face what 
we do not know. It isn’t until we were 
within these halls, did we truly understand 
the shared experiences: the food deliveries 
to the front desk; why we don’t use the 
courtyard; and the much-needed coffee 
from the C-Store. 
This leap was a taste of what it will be like 
to graduate. All of the perseverance that 
we endured from our teachers, parents 
and peers, it was there to shape us as 
students and soon-to-be adults. It was 
to help us transition into the next phase 
of our lives. It was here we develop our 
sense of individuality, commitment, grit.

“I’ve been wanting to go skydiving since I 
was ten,” Andraleya said. “Dana and I made 
a vow that on my eighteenth birthday we 
would go.”
Much like getting ready for a new year, 
the two friends had to take precautions in 
order to ensure a safe fly. 
“Before we could even fly, we had to eat a 
big breakfast and fill out a bunch of 
release forms,” Dana said. “We had to 
watch a ten-minute safety video, and

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  j o k e d  t h a t  i t  w a s 
h i s  f i r s t  t i m e  s k y d i v i n g  t o o . ”
T h e  m o m e n t s  b e f o r e  w e  e x p e r i e n c e 
someth ing  new in  l i f e  can  be  uneasy, 
maybe  not  even  for  us ,  but  for  those 
a r o u n d  u s .  I n  t h e  g i r l s ’  c a s e  i t  w a s 
their parents that were saying goodbye.
“ E v e r y o n e  w a s  h u g g i n g  u s  b e f o r e 
w e  w e n t  u p  j u s t  i n  c a s e , ”  A n d ra l e ya 
s a i d .  “ B u t  I  s t i l l   w a s n ’ t  s c a r e d . ”
In the p lane,  i t  was smal l ,  only  f i t t ing f ive 
people including the p i lot .  Dana was g iven 
the chance to take control of the plane, just as 
students do when they have to decide their 
next course, their next step toward growth.
“I had the power of the plane and the lives of 
four other people in my hands,” Dana said. 
“I was just thinking, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m flying 
a plane and I’m about to jump out of one.’”
Wi th  the  comfort  o f  knowing they  had 
each other for support, the girls jumped.   
“It was cold at first and all that I could 
think of was ‘Wow,’” Dana said. “It hurt 
when  the  parachute  f i rs t  opened ,  bu t 
i t  w a s  f u n  w h e n  w e  s p u n  a r o u n d  i n 
c ircles.  I  can’t  compare this  feel ing to 
anything, there is no way to describe it.”

And as soon as we faced the unknown, 
we sett led in,  we became famil iar with 
t h e  f i v e - m i n u t e  p a s s i n g  p e r i o d s ,  t h e 
shortcut hallway behind the second floor 
AP  o f f i ce ,  and  wh ich  ba throoms  sme l l 
the least .  T ime to move on to the next 
step, and we are forced to jump again.
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VALUABLE VICTORY
Pointing to his family and friends, junior 
Jacob Simmerman celebrates winning his 
wrestling semi-finals match. On Feb. 21, 
Jacob advanced to the final round for 
the state title, which was the furthest  
he had been. “It was crazy because last 
year I lost my first two matches so I 
didn’t even place for semi-finals,” Jacob 
sa id .  “My  teammates  are  my  fami ly, 
we go  through everyth ing  together.”


	2_HeritageHS_1
	2_HeritageHS_2
	015052-002-003

	2_HeritageHS_3
	015052-072-073Spread

	2_HeritageHS_4
	015052-206-207

	2_HeritageHS_5



