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« speaker series | december 10,2014

Sheaker

SERIES

he walked in front of the room of

students. She took a deep breath
and started her presentation about her
time with the CIA and FBI, but couldn't
help noticing that something was dif-

St. Mark's boys that encourages getting
together in an academic setting or an
intellectual one,” Upper School Head
Wortie Ferrell said. “We have certain
programs like spirit parties, commu-

ferent. Instead of just Hockaday girls for nity service and fine arts where we

an audience, there were both Hocka-
day girls and St. Mark's boys.

Tracy Walder'’s presentation on Dec.
10 was the first of a series of speak-
ers for amixed audience from both
schools. Created by the heads of both
Upper Schools, the program aims to
create interaction between the schools
in an academic setting, something that
had not been available to students
since joint classes stopped in 2011.

“We are trying to figure out ways

have overlap, but we wanted to find a
way for boys to see girls and girls to see
boys using their minds, thinking, talk-
ingandlearning”

With speakers coming from both
schools, the program provides an op-
portunity for students to obtain more
diverse presentations. The program’s
hope is to eventually hand the series
off to the students and let them decide
who the speakers are.

Upper School heads at St. Mark’s and Hockaday
worked together to create a new speaker series
to help promote academic socializing

between Hockaday girls and Marksmen.

would say, ‘We think this is neat. How
do we take control of it and try to fur-
ther this mission and pick speakers
that not only appeal to the adults but to
us as well?’ It would be great to make it
astudent lead thing”

Along with becoming student-
led, one of the program’s goals is to
continue over the years and become
a continuous event. Even without
much follow up, the program was well
received and seemed beneficial on its
inaugural event.

“It's one of those things where we are
trying to create the spark to get some-
thing to happen,” Ferrell said. “We didn't
do a whole lot of debriefing with guys,

“The great thing would be handing it butI think it was time well spent and
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PINNED Fresh-
man Tucker
Ribman wrestles
his opponent to
the mat during
afirst-round
match.

« Todd Williams guest speaker | december 11,2014
THE MORE

YOU KNOW

Seniors talk about what they learned from guest
speakerTodd Williams and how he impacted them.

The talk was very engaging. [ really admired Todd

Williams's passion for education. I personally really

enjoy tutoring, so I could really relate to his point.
—senior Raymond Guo

=

Sometimes it's easy to forget just how lucky we are.
It's time we used the gifts we've been given to pro-
vide for our community, and that starts with
eductation. — senior Matthew Co

It caught me at a pretty crucial moment: college de-
cisions were coming out and it made us all rethink

c that we can encourage some interac-  off to the students,” Ferrell said. “Ideally, it felt like a good start for interactions what we wanted to do with our lives. c
A tion between the Hockaday girlsand it would be something the students between the two places.” —senior Burke Garza A
u —— ! = —— mm—— It was cool seeing how a guy who had gone and U
T _EL - '—J l——I been succesful in the business world could turn T
| around and re-devote himself to something com- |
fe} E BY THE pletely different but that meant a lot to him. e}
N numbers T A KI N G H I M —senior Jack Dayton N
| Wrestlers Tucker ) ) |
: Ribman, Jake Holder The city of Dallas has always had a spec1al} place )
Wr.eStler who ﬁms,hed and Blake Spangler in my heart and I have always Wapted to give back
Page in first place for his toitinany way I can, but Mr. Williams showed our Page
will be weight class at the talk about what class that our public school systems are failing and will be
trimmed meet. the sport means to that we must do something if we want Dallas to be trimmed
. them. a prosperous place to live in 30 years. Mr. Williams )
one pica T 1reshman TUCKer Ribman anxious- - but these daysItry torelax and try to inspired me to continue making an impact in other one pica
in from PN F ly stepped on to the mat for his be smart.” people’s lives, and because of his powerful message in from
this made it to the second home varsity meet on Oct. Like Ribman, Holder and senior I'want to do something for our city whenIam an this
outside I 13. He knew the game was different than Blake Spangler both started wrestling adult. —senior Mason Smith outside
bleed their weight last ygar’s, but he was prepared from his  in Middle School anq have improved bleed
line s, practices and off-season work. tremendously ever since. Spangler line
: Ribman put on his tight, stretchy sin- believes that experience, strong core )
glet and his headgear ashelistenedto  techniques and fundamentals are what
Wiesilems wie his new warm-up music. He put his foot  bring success in wrestling.
participated in on theline in the center of the mat and “The more times you wrestle you
the meet. shook his opponent’s hand. The umpire getbetter,” Spangler said. “It's a sport
blew the whistle, and Ribman wasready of experience and knowledge; you get
LEARNING TOGETHER Guest speaker Tracy Walder checks on the different groups as they converse about a variety of dis- to pounce. to a certain point where you just get a
cussion questions about the topic at hand. Groups were made up of a mix of both boys and girls. Ribman did very well last year dur- feeling of what to do, rather than rote
ing Middle School wrestling, ashe made memorization of it, which is how you
The average it to state matches. But he has had a gets a lot better exponentially. Our core
weight of the much different experience this year. techniques stay the same each year, but
varsity wrestling “Varsity wrestling is a whole differ- its definitely a process of refining those
team. ent level” Ribman said. ‘I flew through ~ techniques through practice, which is
Middle School state last year, and I'm how we ultimately get better”
already less than 50 percent this year, Holder and Spangler both went un-
meaning that 've won less than half of  defeated in the preliminary matches
SPC champi- my matches. I have had to adapt quitea of the meet. Spangler does not plan
onships won bit because it's alot more physicaland  to pursue wrestling in college, but the
by St. Mark’s. they let some illegal moves slide.” lessons he learned from wrestling will
Senior Jake Holder shared Ribman's  stick with him in the future.
TRACY WALDER was the first gettingtogeter in an nervousness in his freshman year of “There is definitely a whole lot of
guest'speaker in the new speak- academic setting or wrestling as well. dedication that it takes to do wrestling,” PUBLIC SERVICE
ZL?JQ?ZJSEEZ.‘ Sﬁé}’fﬁﬁ;ﬁr an intellectual one Ashe progressed through high Spangler said. ‘The delayed gratification é‘p”eﬁf;’ﬁiﬁw
ism and her career inthe FBl' _ Headof Upper school with trammg, he performed bet- 1s‘ very preval?nt in the sport Qf Wres-‘ [ars TaIKe ..
and CIA. She provided a variety Sehool Wortie Forrell ter and more confidently. tling; you don't see the results immedi- about how they can
of discussion questions for the ‘Tused to get really worked up andre- ately, but over time if you keep putting better the commu-
groups of students, including ally nervous before a meet,” Holder said. in work, you will see the results.” nity around thettl
student’s opinions on terrorism. |
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