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O                ne line of dialogue was all it took.
One line of dialogue, and senior Gretchen Lynch was up 

at 3 in the morning writing the screenplay for Evelyn Parker, a 
short film that would impact her film career monumentally.

“I woke up and it kept replaying in my head over and over 
again, so I got up and wrote it down,” Lynch said.

After finalizing her screenplay, it was up to Lynch to start 
pre-production. She began by asking people to be on her 
film crew, hoping that they would say yes.

“I could not have made the film without Bryn Poth and Ava 
Palmo,” Lynch said.

From there, Lynch and Poth spent time scouting locations 
and contacting people like the Eanes Elementary School 
principal and the dean of the College of Natural Sciences at 
the University of Texas. Then they began casting lead roles.

“Austin has such a great acting community, and I really 
wanted to utilize it for this film,” Lynch said, “especially when 
looking for child actors.”

Disney actually looks to Texas to first cast their kid roles, so 
for Lynch, the talent pool was endless.

“We had around 40 kids submit for the lead role and sup-
porting characters. From there, we asked 11 kids for taped 
auditions, then we brought three in for screen testing,” Lynch 
said. “That’s how we found Gracie and Sicily.”

Lynch’s film was about a 9-year-old girl who planned 
to be the next big icon in the fashion industry. Her life was 
turned upside down when she realized that fashion involved 

a lot more than she expected. Evelyn Parker was submitted to 
several film festivals around the country and premiered at the 
Urban Media Makers Festival in Atlanta, Ga., in the fall. Evelyn 
Parker also showed at the Women’s Independent Film Festival 
in Los Angeles, where it won for best film, best director, best 
screenplay and best actor in the student division.

“Seeing my film play was incredible. L.A. was awesome 
because you are walking down the Third Street promenade, 
and you walk into the theater and filmmakers three times my 
age were congratulating me,” Lynch said. “My film also played 
at Paramount in Austin on Feb. 18. To see my film play on the 
same screen where the film that made me want to direct was 
unreal. It was like it all came full circle.”

In total, filming took about three days in April 2014. Then, it 
was time for Lynch to edit.

“Editing was the worst because my computer crashed and 
I lost the whole first edit,” Lynch said.

The cut was finally finished in June after junior Patrick Byrd 
composed the original music to accompany her short film.

“It turned out lovely,” Lynch said.
Overall, Lynch said filming Evelyn Parker had made a 

significant impact on her life in terms of her success in the film 
industry in the future.

“This film has opened so many doors for me going forward 
in my career,” Lynch said. “For a production company to trust 
me benefits me in my credentials, especially because I am so 
young.”
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“Chap Recap has made a difference in my life because I have learned valuable life skills that I can use later in life and I enjoy the content.” Zach Brantley, 1058 in LIFE | Film and Photojournalism by Isabel Alessio

lacey shoemaker

In Photojournalism A on Jan. 26, soph-
omores Ella Deberardine and Eliza 
Fuller print enlargements. “I thought it 
was going to be really complicated,” 
Deberardine said, “but it turned out to 
be not stressful at all and really fun.”

THE DARKROOM

trisha anderson

1 Just outside the Visual Arts Building, 
senior Film Crew members Bryn Poth, 
Grady Gimbel and Maxson Boyd inter-
view assistant principal Donna Jack-
son on Oct. 29 for a piece included 
in superintendant Dr. Tom Leonard’s 
fall newsletter. “My favorite part about 
filming is being able to work with 
people in the school like Dr. Leonard,” 
Boyd said. 2 On Jan. 29, junior Henry 
Vander Vennet rehearses his lines 
for the Chap Recap during seventh 
period in the Commons. “Being on 
camera is fun,” Vander Vennet said. 
“I like the thrill of delivering the news.” 
3 Filming for the SXSWedu Education 
Expo student startup competition, 
juniors Ellie Karayan, Madison Chang 
and Katie Mitchell interview students 
about energy drinks. 
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“I found the overall experience 
to be enjoyable. I was able to 
learn many new ways in effi-
ciently using your camera.”

Sam Jabour,10
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“Learning more about photog-
raphy and being surrounded 
by people who have the same 
interests as me was my favorite 
part of ATPI.” 

“I liked being able to learn so 
many things but also to be able 
to make lots of friends and have 
fun. I loved all the classes and 
how most of it was hands-on.”

Claire Schaffer,9
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SHUTTER SPEED
Juniors Kendall Chase and Kyra Fink 
look through their pictures of the 
Eanes TV Pumpkin Carving event on 
Oct. 29. “I’m in photojournalism with 
one of my best friends, so it’s really 
fun,” Chase said. “We get to go take 
pictures around Austin together for our 
class assignments and make memo-
ries together.”
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“My favorite part about ATPI was 
going to Garland to shoot state 
wrestling.”

Brayden Clark,11

Feb. 20-22

Senior creates award-winning screenplay 
shown at film festivals across the country

by Morgan Saucier
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