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1 National Honor Society junior Alay 
Shah helps an elementary student on 
Earth and Science Night at Westlake. 
“It was a truly remarkable volunteering 
experience where I got to teach stu-
dents particularly how rockets fly and 
counteract the forces of gravity,” Shah 
said. 2 On Nov. 19, principal Dr. John 
Carter helps freshmen Anna Strother 
and Andy Kaplan as he substitutes for 
math teacher Erika Scovill’s Algebra I 
class. 3 During the Freshman Transi-
tion Fair, juniors Flip Probst and Suzy 
Smith recruit an incoming freshman to 
join Chinese class. Booths represent-
ing different departments were set 
up in the Chap Court to advertise 
their courses to prospective students.           
4 During the Eanes Education Foun-
dation’s Valley View fundraiser on Oct. 
16, NHS junior Ananya Djedi serves 
Rudy’s barbecue to an elementary 
student. “The best part of the event 
was probably seeing all the kids run 
around all happy,” Djedi said. 5 Senior 
Court Manske accepts his nomination 
to the Naval Academy. The nomina-
tion was given to him on Nov. 21 by 
Congressman Roger Williams.

STUDENT SUCCESSES

1. jesse olguin 2. megan mckenzie 3. brayden clark 4. megan rizzi 5. morgan saucier

       wake-up call at 5, doors shut for the first class of the 
day at 6, work until 1 in the morning, then personal time.

This was junior Maddie Sparks’ life as a Senate page. 
Sparks was chosen from all applicants in Texas for a spot in 
the Senate Page Program in Washington, D.C., which enabled 
her to live in the city, assist the senators, meet new friends and 
experience government life as it truly was.

“At 10, work started,” Sparks said. “The 30 of us pages 
would walk to the Capitol together, hang up our coats and 
bags in the cloakroom, then start the exciting part of our 
day — work! Most of our work consisted of running papers 
throughout the Capitol or serving the senators, whether 
we were bringing them water or making copies of their 
speeches.”

As a page, Sparks was not supposed to speak to the 
senators unless they spoke to her first. Sparks’ duty was to 
help out where she could without interfering. However, she did 
share memorable moments with select senators.

“Senator McConnell and Senator Ayotte decided they 
wanted to talk to my friend Alex and me,” Sparks said. “They 
apologized jokingly for all the disagreement between parties 
in the Senate, and we laughed. There is a lot of time spent on 
trying to pass bills that can’t pass because of the disagree-
ment between the parties. Senator McConnell said ‘Back 
in the day, we could all have consensus because we were 

allowed to drink on the floor.’”
This experience with the senators allowed Sparks to 

broaden her opinion and perspective about legislators.
“It may not seem like a big deal, but Alex and I felt so 

special to be joking with some of the most powerful leaders 
in the U.S.,” Sparks said. “It was cool to see these very impor-
tant people, who we had seen giving dozens of passionate 
speeches, just joke and talk with each other about unimport-
ant things. In that moment, I realized that senators aren’t 
superstars or demigods, but regular people who need to relax 
and have fun every once in a while.”

During her time in D.C., Sparks met Vice President Joe 
Biden, who made an effort to meet all the pages.

“He introduced himself to all of my work shift and shook 
our hands,” Sparks said. “He said, ‘Nice to meet you, Maddie 
from Texas,’ after I introduced myself. We were all a little 
shocked and starstruck.”

Sparks said the experience was memorable and helped 
prepare her for her future.

“I feel so much better about leaving for college because 
I was far away, I had a stressful schedule, and I had not one, 
but five, roommates,” Sparks said. “I worked 40 hours a week 
in one of the most beautiful buildings in the world with some 
of my best friends and I got paid for it! I’m so thankful for the 
lifelong connections I made in D.C.”

madi maurice

National Merit Finalists are front row: 
Spoorthi Krishnarj, Zoe Solis, Sarah 
Holland, Riana Syed, Tamiko Murphy, 
Jason Chiang; middle row: Jack 
Shaw, Victor Schwartz, Ben Lear, John 
Thomas, Cade Stone, Andrew Segh-
ers; and back row: Brenda Chiang, 
Katelyn Connolly, Quiana Jeffs, Daniel 
Pousset. Not Pictured: Calvin Ly

WITH HONOR
National Honor Society members 
juniors Claire O’Connor and Peyton 
Siler plant a tree at Buttermilk Park 
on Feb. 14 with the organization Tree 
Folks. The trees were planted at the 
Virginia L. Brown Rec Center. “Plant-
ing trees was so fun,” O’Connor said. 
“Peyton and I got to spend Valentine’s 
Day giving back to the Austin commu-
nity, which was very rewarding.”

TREE FOLKS

“World History shows me about the tendencies of people from all cultures, backgrounds and experiences.” Ben Roberts, 1044 in LIFE | Academics and National Honor Society by Madi Maurice & Megan Rizzi
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derek zhou

Caroline 
Firme, 10

“In Latin, I’m doing 
a project about 
ancient Roman 
marriage and 
stoicism, and it’s 
going to be a 
script we get to 
perform.”

morgan saucier

Annie Laurie 
Gibson, 12

“In my Physics 2 
class, we shocked 
each other with 
a Vandergraph 
generator. It was 
electrifying.”

cindy todd

brayden clark

Isaac 
Hirschfeld, 11

“I programmed 
a Quadcopter 
in Computer 
Science.”

PAGE th
e Junior spends semester 

working with the government 
in Washington, D.C. 

jesse olguin

Calvin Ly, 12

“I worked on the 
code for a 120- 
pound robot for 
an international 
robotics 
competition in the 
Robotics 3 class.”

megan rizzi

Avery 
Heldenfels, 12

“The most 
interesting thing 
I’ve done all year 
was creating my 
own company in 
virtual business. It 
was fun creating 
prototypes.”

LCID: None, RA Jaguar, Black, , Paper, Westlake Neutral RCID: None, RA Jaguar, Black, Paper, 


