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Girls” doubles team advances to sta
team faces chqﬂenges of new region

7

story by c. palmer

new district, new region, and new team bred new chornplons as the
tennis team took state and brought home a medal in giﬂs' doubles
Cayman Sutton [11] and Niki Barham [11] won third place at
the UIL State Tournament in CoHege Station at their first trip to the tennis state

championships. The duo, rockies to the division of girls doubles, also won gold at the

Far

regionul and district competitions
“We've Ql’Nst wanted to ploy Togeﬂten so at the begmninq of the season

we begg@d Coach [Tc.mmy} Cloud to let us,” Sutton said. "At the

b@ginmng of the year, our goql was to go to state, and we knew we
could do it. We're best friends, so we work together on the court, and we
stay positive and encourage each other when we are down”

For the rest of the team, the season was filled with success at both
invitationals and UIL competitions.

‘T think playing in tournaments with larger schools helped our team prepare for
regionrﬂs and state,” Barham said. "At these tournaments, the competition is
a lot tougher than what we see at district.

With the Roughnecks advancing nine of the i
ten possible teams to regionqls, a dommgimg
performance at district epifomized the season d
for the team.

TAL district] we knew that
everyone wasn't as talented as us
and it mode us have the ‘we've got
this” attitude so we pbyed better,”
Kailee Simmons [12] said. "Plus, we
are a close feam and everyone was
cheering each other on’” i

The Tegwomﬂ tournament, held
this year in College Station, brought
new woes. Stiff competition from  new schools knocked out the majority
of teams with only Nick McFarland [11] and Tanner Davis [ 1] placing third in
ooys' doubles and Sutton and Barham bnnging home the qob

' think the tennis team did very well this season,” Kasey Carr [10] said.

“With om'y a few seniors this vear, | feel like our juniors and underclassmen
really had 1o step it up. Overall, we really did great”

Co,ppmg off the season with the successful trip to state, the "Necks will =

At the net, doubles player Dax
Davis [11] slices a ball toward the
opposing team. Using this Jtechnique

return all but three varsity ployers.

‘T have high expectations in team tennis to make it to state my last year,” i

MecFarland said. T also hop@: that as a doubles team we make it to state allow
X X o inaccessible place. ‘Being able to
next year and ﬂcpefuuy come up with a medal *omesﬂy, [ just want my e [ et Tty Bl o

last year to be memorable for Coach Cloud and the whole tennis team the opponents to make an accurate

return which put pressure on them,”
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