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By Sydney Brown

Senior Jake Shovlin broke out into a smile after scanning the cast list. He had just found out that he
was casted as Reverend Shaw Moore, his dream role for the upcoming musical, “Footloose.” After an
audition process a few days before, the cast was posted.

Over 90 people signed up for dancing, singing, and acting auditions for the musical last week. Theatre
Magnet director Cliff McClelland looked for specific qualities during the auditions.

“We were looking for personality,” McClelland said. “There are a lot of singers who sing beautifully but
don’t have light shining from their face.There are a lot of dancers who are technically wonderful, but if
they don’t show the joy of dancing then they are not going to be good on a big stage.”

Cheerleading Coach Jeff Bivins also looked for certain qualities, like memory, rhythm and stage
presence while watching the students audition. Theatre Magnet junior Emily Shollack said she felt like
she did her best.

“With a lot of effort and dedication, I really feel like I put my best into my audition,” Shollack said.
“The singing went okay, but the dancing was a lot of fun. I totally nailed it.”

The students who auditioned tried to meet the expectations of Bivins, McClelland and musical director
Lindy Perez. Theatre Magnet junior Hayley Batson said she felt confident about her audition.

“I felt I did well,” Batson said. “I always strive to do my best and give my all. Auditions made me very
excited for the show.”

Other students, like Theatre Magnet junior Dominic Pomajzl, felt they could have done better in the
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F O L L O W  @ R H S T A L O N N E W S                  

@RHSTalonNews

Brandon Averette is carried off the floor
after a 43 pt performance that helped
RHS beat BHS 84-77 in 3 overtimes.

https://t.co/M0atN9lF9L

  

@RHSTalonNews

Varsity  boys basketball beat Rowlett
HS, 64-61. https://t.co/RBPxJexIAs

  

@RHSTalonNews

Six Art Magnet students were accepted
to display  their art at the Dallas
Museum of Art.

rhstalon.org/2015/12/art-ma…
https://t.co/7GByuEQ9Do

  

@RHSTalonNews

ICYMI: Ex-NFL player Quan Cosby
showed AVID the importance of getting
a college degree.

rhstalon.org/2015/11/former…
https://t.co/9gT5DyVIBb

  

@RHSTalonNews

Richardson broke a record when 18
freshman band members made All-
Region on Saturday .

rhstalon.org/2015/11/freshm…
https://t.co/219J9nNgtN

  

auditions.

“I didn’t do my best, but it was ok,” Pomajzl said.

Theater Magnet junior Molly White said she felt like the auditions were strenuous, but worth it.

“I think they took a lot of hard work and energy, but all the auditions made me look forward to how
great this show is going to be,” White said.
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By Chase Karacostas Stepping
out onto the stage for the last
time Sunday night, senior Jacob
Redmon began singing the
opening song for this year’s
spring musical, “Footloose.”
Unlike in past years, the spring
musical was the second
musical of the year. The Theatre
Magnet put on two musicals this
year – a fall musical, “Bat Boy,”

FEATURES

L a w  M a g n e t  S t u d e n t                

E x p l o r e s  C a r e e r  P a t h s                   

By Chase Karacostas Senior
Hosanna Yemiru walked into
Hope Cottage, a non-profit
teenage pregnancy crisis center
she found through Peer
Internship Program for an
interview. She wasn’t asked
about her work ethic or her past
experience, but simply if she felt
passionate about the work the
center does and the issues that
they face there. After spending

NEWS

P h o t o g r a p h y  S t u d e n t s                  

E x c e l  a t  C o m p e t i t i o n                  

By Anne Garsea After writing to
the Richardson Civic Art Society
and lobbying for a photography
portion to be added to the annual
fall high school contest,
Photography Magnet students
nagged three of the four top
awards for their use of editing
and creativity in their submitted
work. The contest was open to
sophomore, junior and senior
photography classes who

NEWS

F i r s t  E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l                   

C l u b  S t a r t s  a t            

R i c h a r d s o n        

By Caroline Cluiss Although they
never got a “small loan of a
million dollars” like presidential
candidate Donald Trump, juniors
Emily Chen and Nisreen Alqaisi
still want to become
entrepreneurs. In order to fulfill
this dream, Chen and Alqaisi co-
founded a club called
SecondGen, which aims to
guide students through the

FEATURES

D e s p e r a d o s  D a n c e  o n                 

W i t h  N e w  D i r e c t o r               

By Heiress Smith As the
students of the Desperado team
walked inside the familiar room
with their friends on the first day
of school, they were greeted by
an unfamiliar face-Jacklyn
Simone, the new director of the
Desperados at Richardson. “I
was so excited and so nervous
at the same time,” Simone said.
“The second I got the job I was
ecstatic, and then I got off the
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and a spring musical. Some
students. like senior Chelsea
Blocker and sophomore Nathan
May, had the chance to perform
in both shows. “It’s […]
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four years in the Law Magnet,
Yemiru decided to complete an
internship to broaden her
experience in fields connected to
law. “I wanted […]
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wanted to enter a piece. There
weren’t many guidelines; the
photo just had to be appropriate
to display in a […]
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process of starting a business.
Over the summer at a software
competition, Chen met Bobby
Thakkar, a junior at Allen HS who
started an experimental club for
students at […]
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phone and I thought to myself,
what did I get myself into?” […]
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