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B a s k e t b a l l  P a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  M c D o n a l d ’ s
I n v i t a t i o n a l  T o u r n a m e n t

By Kazi Nassif

After coming off an impressive 63-43 win over Frisco Heritage, the varsity basketball team traveled to
Houston to participate in a weekend-long competition against the state’s best basketball programs
from November 19-21.

The McDonald’s Texas Invitational is a prestigious tournament reserved for the top 48 teams in the
state. The team played many games over the course of the three days, a different challenge compared
to the spaced out games during the regular season. On Thursday, they played two games against South
Houston HS and Fort Bend Marshall HS, winning both games to place them into the gold division, the
top tier in the competition. The team lost their first bracket game to Atascocita HS, but rebounded to
win the consolation prize against Fort Bend Bush HS 60-56.

Head coach Justin Reese believes that this year’s team will be able to replicate the success of last
year’s district championship winning team, especially considering the team’s strong performance in
the McDonald’s Texas Invitational.

“Our kids’ mentality is that wherever we go we plan to win,” he said. “We have an experienced and
confident group.”

Photo by Gaby Fernandez

The team boasts six players from last year’s varsity team, meaning that experience will be a strong
asset for the team going forward. Seve- foot senior Dylan Gollihar was impressed by some aspects of
the team’s play, but said in order to stay competitive they must keep improving.

“We played some of the top teams in the state and were competitive with all of them,” Gollihar said.
“Even though we played well in Houston, we still have a long way to go and a lot to work on. As a team
we have to be continually improving in order to stay competitive.”

Looking forward, Gollihar plans to work on his overall game in order to help the team reach its
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Brandon Averette is carried off the floor
after a 43 pt performance that helped
RHS beat BHS 84-77 in 3 overtimes.

https://t.co/M0atN9lF9L
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Varsity  boys basketball beat Rowlett
HS, 64-61. https://t.co/RBPxJexIAs
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Six Art Magnet students were accepted
to display  their art at the Dallas
Museum of Art.

rhstalon.org/2015/12/art-ma…
https://t.co/7GByuEQ9Do
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ICYMI: Ex-NFL player Quan Cosby
showed AVID the importance of getting
a college degree.
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Richardson broke a record when 18
freshman band members made All-
Region on Saturday .

rhstalon.org/2015/11/freshm…
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potential.

“I’m constantly working on every aspect of my game,” Gollihar said. “Whether it’s my shot, weights,
film – it’s always something.”
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Senior forward Ahmed Amanullah has been impressed by different parts of the team’s performance,
especially the chemistry of the group.

“We have been able to have good communication on the court, and we’ve been doing a good job
distributing and sharing the ball,” Amanullah said. “We need to focus on each of us filling our roles.”

Amanullah said he had a lot of fun at the invitational tournament and thought that it was a good
opportunity for the team to bond. He also thought that the invitational was a chance to show that the
varsity team can have great success going forward.

“It was such a great time to go because it was early and we got to know our teammates on and off the
court,” Amanullah said. “In this tournament we were able to show that we are a dangerous team.
We’re now ranked #5 in the state, and are finally getting respect.”

Amanullah said wants to elevate his game in order to help the team stay competitive with the best
teams in Texas.

“I want to be a good leader, a good lock down defender, and be able to create my own shot,”
Amanullah said. “I just want to be the best I can be while helping the team be the best.”
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By Chase Karacostas Stepping
out onto the stage for the last
time Sunday night, senior Jacob
Redmon began singing the
opening song for this year’s
spring musical, “Footloose.”
Unlike in past years, the spring
musical was the second
musical of the year. The Theatre
Magnet put on two musicals this
year – a fall musical, “Bat Boy,”
and a spring musical. Some
students. like senior Chelsea
Blocker and sophomore Nathan
May, had the chance to perform
in both shows. “It’s […]
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By Chase Karacostas Senior
Hosanna Yemiru walked into
Hope Cottage, a non-profit
teenage pregnancy crisis center
she found through Peer
Internship Program for an
interview. She wasn’t asked
about her work ethic or her past
experience, but simply if she felt
passionate about the work the
center does and the issues that
they face there. After spending
four years in the Law Magnet,
Yemiru decided to complete an
internship to broaden her
experience in fields connected to
law. “I wanted […]
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By Anne Garsea After writing to
the Richardson Civic Art Society
and lobbying for a photography
portion to be added to the annual
fall high school contest,
Photography Magnet students
nagged three of the four top
awards for their use of editing
and creativity in their submitted
work. The contest was open to
sophomore, junior and senior
photography classes who
wanted to enter a piece. There
weren’t many guidelines; the
photo just had to be appropriate
to display in a […]
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By Caroline Cluiss Although they
never got a “small loan of a
million dollars” like presidential
candidate Donald Trump, juniors
Emily Chen and Nisreen Alqaisi
still want to become
entrepreneurs. In order to fulfill
this dream, Chen and Alqaisi co-
founded a club called
SecondGen, which aims to
guide students through the
process of starting a business.
Over the summer at a software
competition, Chen met Bobby
Thakkar, a junior at Allen HS who
started an experimental club for
students at […]
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By Heiress Smith As the
students of the Desperado team
walked inside the familiar room
with their friends on the first day
of school, they were greeted by
an unfamiliar face-Jacklyn
Simone, the new director of the
Desperados at Richardson. “I
was so excited and so nervous
at the same time,” Simone said.
“The second I got the job I was
ecstatic, and then I got off the
phone and I thought to myself,
what did I get myself into?” […]
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