OUR VIEW: Time waits for no senioritis
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Senioritis is much more deadly than procrastination during sophomore, e 'é’;ﬂﬂ ."j'_i-;lm,]:_ r“J‘ 3
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freshiman, or even junior year. The reason for this is fairly simple:

-

Standardized tests, like the ACT and SAT, are extramaly important o the
admission processes. Although grades and the rigor of the course work
ara the mast vital iools admission boards wse o evaluate potential
students, standardized test scores are definitely necessary. By now, all r |
saniors planning te go to college should have taken thair SAT or ACT at
least once (hopefully) and are now aiming for that target score. Setting )
aside study tima without distraction ks crucial ldeally, the SAT ar ACT artwork by Nicole Rodniguez
should be taken at least twice, but no more than three times because

soores tend to plateaw after three attermpts. Don't wait until the last minute and leave no time o retaks a

test.

Senior grades do count, contrary to popular belief, so don't let that be an excuse for laziness. The first
samester grades of senior year can make or break & transcript, and a few bad grades can undo the hard
work of the past three years. If the admission board is at all unsure of an application, the student’s first
samester grades are often a deciding factor. Don't think that early admissions students are safe eithear
because schools have been known to rescind applications on the grounds of rapidly decreasing grades.
Students tend to experience an understandabla dip in grades at the baginning of their senior yaar
because of the added stresa of applications and scholarship hunts, but don't let it get out of hand. Most
impaortanily, don't let senioritis and the habit of procrastination ruin what should be a done deal.

All of theas things, of course, are supposed to help on the way to the ultimate goal of getling inte a good
college. Howewer, all this hard work and advice will mean absolutely nothing if there is no college
application in the first place.

It's important to keep track of admissions deadlines for potential schools and stay on top of them
because without an application, admission obvicusly isn't 8 possibility. The applications themselves arae
relatively easy to fill cut, but there are a few things that need to be taken care of a lithe earlier. &
transcript needs to be obtained from the high school and an esaay may have to be written. The tranacript
can be picked up from the counselor's office with no real difficulty, but the essay should be really well
thought out. Essays are unigue to each university, so make sure to be aware of the topic then consider it
carefully before writing it. College admissions essays are supposed to persuade admissions officers to
accept students and weed out people who don't have the character or weall-rounded experience to
succeed in a university setting.

Senior year is the end of an era, the kst chapter of the long storg. If's important to enjoy it because
things will never be guite the same after graduation, even if the change is for the better, but don't led
liwing im the presant destroy the near future. Procrastination is a killer during senior year, so keap an aye
out and don't let senioritiz sneak in and make you its casualty.







