
Teacher writes, stages first dramatic play  on stage
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6(/�WHDFKHU�$QWKRQ\�%URPEHUJ�ORYHV�
D�FUHDWLYH�FKDOOHQJH��

'XULQJ� KLV� VXPPHU� EUHDNV� KH� RIWHQ�
GHGLFDWHV� KLPVHOI� WR� FUHDWLYH� HQGHDYRUV��
LQFOXGLQJ�ZULWLQJ�SRHPV��VKRUW�VWRULHV�DQG�
HYHQ� ¿OP� SURMHFWV�� /DVW� VXPPHU�� %URP-
EHUJ�VDLG�KH�UDQ�LQWR�ZULWHU¶V�EORFN�ZKLOH�
WU\LQJ�WR�ZULWH�D�QRYHO��

³,� GLGQ¶W� NQRZ� ZKDW� ,� ZDV� ZULWLQJ�
DQ\PRUH�� ,� VDW� GRZQ� DQG� PHGLDWHG� DQG�
WKHQ�WKLV�SOD\�FRPHV�LQ�P\�PLQG�´�KH�VDLG�

7KH�SOD\� WLWOHG� ³$QG�6WLOO�7KH�'HDG�
2QH�/D\�0RDQLQJ´�IRFXVHV�RQ�D�WHUURULVW�
DWWDFN�VHW�GXULQJ�DQ�$XVWLQ�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�
'D\� SDUDGH��ZKLFK� YLROHQWO\� GLVUXSWV� WKH�
FRPIRUWDEO\� SDWWHUQHG� OLYHV� RI� VL[� OLIH�
ORQJ�IULHQGV�

7KH�GUDPDWLF�SOD\�ZLWK�KLQWV�RI�FRP-
edy brings up a whole series of questions 
to be answered through the course of the 
SOD\�� :LOO� WKHLU� ERQG� VXUYLYH� WKH� VRPH-
WLPHV� ZKLPVLFDO�� VRPHWLPHV� GHYDVWDWLQJ�
PRXUQLQJ�SURFHVV"�&DQ�WKH\�¿QG�WKH�KHDO-
LQJ�PDJLF�WR�HPHUJH�PRUH�KRQHVW�DQG�ZLWK�
WKHLU�FLUFOH�RI�ORYH�HQODUJHG"

%URPEHUJ� VDLG� KH� ZDQWHG� WR� WHOO� D�
story with characters that audiences could 
UHODWH�WR�

³,�ORYH�DUW��,¶P�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�WKLQJV�,�
ORYH�VR�,�KRSH�LI�SHRSOH�FDQ�FRQQHFW�WR�WKH�
story, to the characters and to the brilliant 
people in it, that they will be inspired to 
WHOO� WKHLU�RZQ�VWRU\�DQG�IHHO�D� OLWWOH�PRUH�
DOORZHG�WR�WHOO�WKH�WUXWK�´�KH�VDLG��³,W¶V�QRW�
ÀDVK\��QRW�RYHU�WKH�WRS�MXVW�YHU\�KRSHIXOO\�
UHDO�SHRSOH��,�WKLQN�VWRULHV�DERXW�UHDO�SHR-
SOH�DUH�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�WKDW¶V�QRW�
DOZD\V� ZKDW� ZH� JHW� IURP�+ROO\ZRRG� RU�
WHOHYLVLRQ�´

,W� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� %URPEHUJ� KDG�
HYHU�ZULWWHQ� D�SOD\��:KHQ�KH�GHFLGHG�KH�
ZDQWHG�WR�DFWXDOO\�VWDJH�WKH�SOD\��KH�NQHZ�
WKDW� KH� ZRXOG� HQFRXQWHU� SUREOHPV� DORQJ�

WKH�ZD\�
³2QH�RI�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LV�¿QGLQJ�UH-

KHDUVDO�VSDFH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�D�QXPEHU�RI�
theatre rehearsal spaces in Austin have 
VKXW�GRZQ�´�%URPEHUJ�VDLG��³,QGHSHQGHQW�
WKHDWUH�LV�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�H[SHQ-
VLYH�´

,Q� WKH� HQG�� KH� ZDV� DEOH� WR� ¿QG� IUHH�
DQG�LQH[SHQVLYH�SODFHV�WR�UHKHDUVH��6LQFH�
this is part of a festival there were 11 other 
SOD\V�WKDW�QHHGHG�WR�UHKHDUVH��WRR��$QRWKHU�
FKDOOHQJH�IRU�WKHP�ZDV�WLPH�IRU�HDFK�FDVW�
PHPEHU�VLQFH�WKH\�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VWXII�WR�
FDVW� RI� VXFK� FRPPHUFLDO��PRYLHV�� WHOHYL-
VLRQ��DQG�RWKHU�MREV�

%URPEHUJ�VDLG�KH�KRSHV�WKH�SOD\�ZLOO�
inspire other students or people that have 
JRQH�WR�VHH�LW�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�H[SUHVV�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�VKRZ�RII�WKHLU�WKHLU�WDOHQWV�
LQ�ZD\V�WKH\�QHYHU�WKRXJKW�SRVVLEOH��

6HQLRU� ,VLDK� +DUULV� VDLG� KH� WKLQNV�
%URPEHUJ¶V�ZDV�D�VXFFHVV��

³,W�VKRZHG�PH�DQG�,¶P�VXUH�VWXGHQWV�
who were there they can write screen 
SOD\V� RU� SOD\ZULJKW� DV� ZHOO� DV� KH� FDQ�´�
+DUULV�VDLG�

)RU�EHLQJ�%URPEHUJ¶V�¿UVW�SOD\��+DU-
ULV�VDLG�KH�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�LW�DQG�WKH�SHUIRU-
PDQFHV��

³,� OLNH� WKH� SOD\� YHU\� PXFK� LW� ZDV�
WKRXJKW� SURYRNLQJ� DERXW� IULHQGVKLS� DIWHU�
a loved one death, it said a lot about for-
giveness and grievance it also shows how 
VRPHRQH�FDQ�EH�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�
WKH\�NQRZ�WKH�PRVW�PD\�QRW�EH�DZDUH�RI�
LW�´�+DUULV�VDLG�

%HIRUH�� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� LW�ZDV� KLV� ¿UVW�
WLPH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�FDPH�WR�WKH�SOD\�
UHDOO\�HQMR\�LW�DQG�LWV�RXWVWDQGLQJ�SHUIRU-
PDQFH�

7KH� PRQH\� HDUQHG� IURP� WKH� SOD\� LV�
JRLQJ�WR�WKH�DFWRUV�DQG�QRW�%URPEHUJ��

³$OO� WKH� PRQH\� LV� JRLQJ� GLUHFWO\� WR�
WKH�DFWRUV�VR�ZH�FDQ�SD\�WKHP��VR�,�GRQ¶W�
PDNH� DQ\� PRQH\� RII� RI� WKLV� VKRZ� VLQFH�
they spent all those hours rehearsing, re-
KHDUVLQJ��UHKHDUVLQJ�´�%URPEHUJ�VDLG�

,Q�WKH�SOD\�%URPEHUJ�ZDQWHG�WR�VHQG�
D�PHVVDJH�RU�VKRZ�D�WKHPH�WKDW�HYHU\ERG\�
FDQ�NQRZ�RU�UHODWH�WRR�LQ�WKHLU�OLIHWLPH�

�³0DLQ�RQH�LV�WKDW�LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�EH�
RSHQ�DQG�KRQHVW� LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��
That when you hide sadness or stress that 
MXVW�PDNHV�LW�ZRUVH��EXW�ZKHQ�\RX�VKDUH�LW�
with your friends you have the opportuni-
W\�WR�KHDO�´�VDLG�%URPEHUJ��³:KHQ�,�ZULWH�
VRPHWKLQJ� LW¶V� DERXW� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� L¶P�
grappling with during life and hope they 
FDQ�UHODWH�WRR�DV�ZHOO�´�  

Matthew Rocha

ʆPlaying the Part
Various actors act out a scene from, SEL teachers, Anthony Brombergs play “And Still The Dead Lay Moaning”.
The play revolves around six friends dealling with the fact that one of the six friends is in a coma and how the 
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