
22 sports tigertimesonline.comdec. 16, 2015 •

Many of the varsity BOYS SOCCER 
defensive players from last year 
graduated and that has given an 
opportunity for defensive members of 

JV from last year to attempt to fill 
the large cleats of the departed 
seniors. It’s going to be difficult 

for the guys to find success as 
players step up to fill leadership roles. 

The GIRLS SOCCER team lost 
several valuable seniors, leaving them 
with young team of more sophomores 
and freshmen than juniors and 
seniors. However, the team is strong 
and believes they will replicate last 
year’s success.

The SWIM team is expecting to make a big 
leap from last year because they have grown 
more experienced and have gotten out of the 
transition year where that had a lot of raw 
young talent that needed to develop. They have 
already been successful in several meets.

The FRESHMEN BOYS 
BASKETBALL team has a 
good all around team that excels 
in both offense and defense. 
They have had a solid start to 
their season and they expect big 
things. The JV TEAM players 
believe they will go undefeated 
as long as they keep a high free 
throw percentage.

The JV GIRLS BASKETBALL 
TEAM is young and plays at a 
fast pace, however they still are 
a little raw, and if they toon up 
their technical game, they will be 
successful. The FRESHMEN 
TEAM has a high powered 
offense; yet, they’ll need to work 
on their defense to become a 
serious contender. The success 
of the team hinges on the players 
keeping a good attitude and 
improving on their defense. 

The TENNIS TEAM just finished 
their first ever trip to state as a team 
where they got third out of four 
teams. They had a hard fought battle 
against the current state champions, 
and now they are gearing up for 
their spring season by continuing 
practices and not allowing their 
players to get rusty.  

SENIOR ANGELES CHAVEZ

SENIOR TYLER SNELL

JUNIOR ERIC SUTTON

FRESHMAN BRITTANY KILE

FRESHMAN SARA ROGERS
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Volleyball coach Robin Holland’s 
giggle fills the small space inside her 
white Toyota 4 Runner. Eyes still 
pointed toward the road, she glances 
over at the passenger seat while 
junior Grace Brooks dances poorly to 
Beyonce. Fulfilling their daily routine, 
they drive home in laughter. Holland 
and Brooks have adjusted to mold a 
new definition of family. 

“We communicate, and she’s like 
my daughter, but she’s like my little 
sister too,” Holland said. “It’s a blurred 
line. Because I do take care of her, but 
she has a real mom and a good mom. 
But, Grace is also like my little sister. 
She loves my kids and my husband 
loves her unconditionally.”

After losing her father at a young 
age, Brooks’ family dynamic took a 
new form. The absence of a father 
figure allowed Holland to become a 
prominent role in Brooks’ life. 

“I became close with Robin after 
a rough day in eighth grade athletics 
because I was upset about my dad,” 
Brooks said. “She came in and saw me 
crying, and she hugged me and told 
me things would be okay. Ever since 
then, I just held on to her.”

Seeing Brooks’ heartbreak and 
longing for her father unknowingly 
inspired Holland to fill a void. 

“When I told her I loved her she 
said, ‘Do you really love me?’ And I 
was like, ‘Of course I love you,’ you 
know you say you love kids all the 
time, and you do. You love them 

because they are your students and you 
care about them,” Holland said. “But 
I truly loved Grace as a person, and I 
knew she needed me.”

As Brooks’ coach, Holland teetered 
the line of discipline and compassion. 

“She played for me, and she tested 
every nerve that I have,” Holland said. 
“She was so difficult. At the end of the 
day, she’d always hug me and tell me 
that she loved me and I felt the same.”

Over time, Holland grew to love 
Brooks like a daughter, viewing all her 
achievements and passions with pride 
as a mother would. 

“Seeing her grow up playing 
basketball, every time she touches 
a ball I’m proud of her,” Holland 
said. “She took swimming lessons 
this summer. She was so afraid of the 
water and watching her learn to do 
something for the first time–it was 
nice to see her being proud of herself.”

Pushing her to succeed on and off 
the court, Holland has opened doors 
for Brooks that may have not been 
possible before. 

“She tries to find all the hardest 
classes for me to take so I can be a 
little bit smarter,” Brooks said. “She 
created opportunities that my family 
wouldn’t be able to give me. I have 
a good family, but she created more 
opportunities for me. She’s helped 
me get better at basketball. I went to 
DisneyWorld and SeaWorld because of 
her. Wherever she goes, I go.”

Holland being a mother of two 
children, Major, 4, and Blakely Grace, 
2, Brooks has grown to be a positive 
influence to their growth. 

“My husband worked a lot when 
they were very young and Grace 
helped me immensely,” Holland said. 
“She helped distract one while I did 
something with the other one. She 
really does teach them things that big 
sisters teach little kids. She’s building 
something with them I hope will last.” 

As Brooks has been influenced by 
Holland, Brooks has in turn taught 
Holland understanding as well.

“She has taught me patience,” 
Holland said. “She taught me to laugh 
a lot, or to laugh more. She kind of 
prepared me to have a teenager. She 
taught me to be tough. Teenagers 
can say some pretty harsh things, but 
they don’t mean it. I’ve tried to teach 
her that your words hurt, and that 
whatever you say or do affects people.”

Although she isn’t family by 
blood, Holland treats Brooks as her 
immediate family, cherishing all of the 
time that they have been granted.

“I know our time is limited,” 
Holland said. “I didn’t get a lifetime 
with her, but I try to hold on to every 
little memory because I wasn’t given as 
many as her real family members.”

With only three semesters left in 
high school, they will have to shape a 
new dynamic as college approaches.

“I don’t feel like it’ll change much. 
I’ll still probably have to remind her 
to do her homework and wash her 
clothes,” Holland said. “But she’s 
already growing up and maturing, 
and I can see her trying to get her 
independence a little bit. But Grace 
isn’t going anywhere, she still has a 
place at our house and in our hearts.”compiled by Jay Williamson/staff writer
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“She came in and 
saw me crying, and 
she hugged me 
and told me things 
would be okay. Ever 
since then, I just 
held on to her.”
-Grace Brooks, 11
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