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Reaching For The Stars Students make plans to set foundation for new club’s
proposed projects, field trips, fundraising efforts

The energy in the room is positive 
as students walk through the door. 
Paint bottles and giant spheres sit on 
the tables. The students pick a place 
one by one and begin working on 
their celestial objects project.

“Our school generally lacks 
aerospace classes,” junior Syeda 
Gilani said. “This club was for people 
who were interested in that topic. 
It’s already gotten some people who 
weren’t interested at first, excited 
about space.

During the Middle of October, 
Gilani, senior Leonardo Aguilar, 
junior Ryland Rogers, and junior 
Kristina Mouton, made the NASA 
club official. Once English teacher 
Teresa Blanton agreed to sponsor it, 
the club attracted over 15 members 
across all grades. The club meets 
every Friday. 

“Space science has been my 
passion since I was young and to 
have a club based around that with 
other people is really cool,” Aguilar 
said. “Basically I’m in charge of 
planning out the funds and the 
activities, I check the money we need 
and put it into our different projects. 
We have a lot of big goals planned 
this year.”

Current president of the club 
Gilani and vice president Aguilar 
have always shared a passion for 
the Aerospace field. Their dream is 
to work for NASA and be aspiring 
astronauts which makes them fit to 
plan, organize, and lead the club.

“Ever since I was little, I’ve be 
fascinated by space and everything 
beyond our planet,” Gilani said. “At 
a very young age I decided that this 
was the career for me. I’ll always 

hold onto that goal and I plan on 
achieving it.” 

The club started off with small 
educational activities about the solar 
system. The members designed 
rockets, and painted and presented 
celestial bodies such as, moons, 
planets, and stars. 

“It’s a great opportunity to learn 
and grow with new people,” Rogers 
said. “Space and astronomy have 

always fascinated me, and I think this 
club is the perfect chance to expand 
my knowledge even further. I’m 
excited for the new experiences.”

Currently the club is fundraising 
by selling shirts and planning on 
bake sales. They plan on doing 
several major projects such as the 
Mars Rover, which they will be 
working on after winter break. Their 
end goal is to do a stratosphere 

project using a weather balloon. 
They also plan on taking trips to the 
UT observatory and the Lyndon B 
Johnson Space Center.

“We have a lot of fun projects 
planned,” Rogers said. “We’ve already 
started fundraising and I think we’ll 
be able to do a lot. It’s been going 
great and I think our members have 
a lot to learn from NASA club.”

1. Juniors Syeda Gilani and Ryland Rogers work together to 
cut the names of celestial objects in a cup.“This project was an 
opportunity to learn more about space,” Rogers said. “I thought 
it was very innovative because we were able to learn about 
celestial objects that are rarely heard of. We painted them in 
colors that they actually are, which is interesting to see the 
artistic natural variety between the planets.”
2. Members of the NASA club sit together and paint models 
of rocketships and shuttles. “It was a creative project,” junior 
Syeda Gilani said. “Everyone did different designs and models.”
3. Senior Allison Edwards focuses on painting the rocket boost-
er to her space shuttle model. 
4. Junior Justin Baham and freshman Steven Sanchez team up 
to create one giant space shuttle with a rocket base.

1

3 4

by staff reporter Justin Baham 

photos by Rebecca White 



Sophomore Jennifer Serrano comes from a 
family that gets sick a lot. Her grandfather has 
diabetes. Her cousin is battling leukemia. And 
at around fifty-years-old, her uncle died from 
lung cancer. 

Serrano, HOSA’s Social Community Officer, 
says that despite all the sadness her family 
members’ illnesses and deaths have caused 
her, she’s continually inspired by them to 
pursue a medical career where she can make 
contributions to rid the world of the diseases 
that have affected her loved ones.

“I was 14, Serrano said. “I was still a 
freshman. My father told me the news [that my 
uncle passed away] on the phone while I was 
at school.” 

At age 50, almost thirty years less than the 
U.S. life expectancy of 79-years-old, her uncle 
suddenly passed away from lung cancer, a 
devastating event for her and her family.

“I just felt broken down, [like] a broken 
puzzle trying to find its pieces,” she said. “I had 
a hard time working and multitasking at school 
and other things when I found out. I was very 
emotional.” 

Although her uncle’s death caused grief and 
sadness for her entire family, Serrano says they 
helped her personally grow up as a person.

“I think these things tell me I have to be 
stronger,” Serrano said. 

Serrano remembers her uncle as a caring 
and confident man. A good role model, he 
showed her the value of self-confidence, 
dedication and positivity. 

“For me, it [lung cancer] was very 
depressing,” Serrano said. I looked up to him. 
He told me to believe myself. He taught me all 
of these positive things.” 

Serrano’s uncle wasn’t her only family 
member that had an impact on her. Her cousin, 
a survivor of leukemia, also helped her grow 
and become stronger and independent. 

“I got a phone call,” Serrano said. “My mom 
told me that my cousin was getting worse. I felt 
that I wasn’t good enough. I felt that I would 
give up on myself.” 

Like her uncle, it became a sad time for her 
family, and especially Serrano.

“It was a hard time for me to stay strong. 
‘Why me?’ I asked myself. I thought very 
negatively of myself.” 

All of her emotions and memories would 
come together when she entered high school 
where she discovered HOSA, a national 
student organization dedicated to the medical 

field.
“I was a freshman,” Serrano said. “I never 

heard of HOSA as a club. I’d never thought 
about it.” 

Serrano, motivated by her uncle’s death and 
her cousin’s battle, decided to pursue a career 
in health science, and she found that HOSA 
was the best place to start. 

“At that time, I didn’t know what I was,” 
Serrano said. “I hadn’t thought of anything. 
When I got into ninth grade, I was stronger.” 

Jennifer found her passion for medicine in 
HOSA, and her uncle and cousin stayed in 
her head, ready to motivate her anytime she 
needed it. 

“While competing, I think of them, and it 
just makes me more valuable and very strong,” 
Serrano said.

Eventually, Serrano earned her current role 
as HOSA Social Community Officer, a position 
she says let her express her ideas. 

“I think I’m good for it,” Serrano said. “I’m 
comfortable being the Social Community 

Officer.” 
She also sees HOSA as a beginning to a great 

future for her in the medical field.
“I like to talk to a lot of people, so I think it 

[HOSA] will take me over to experiences and 
to a good place,” Serrano said. 

Serrano says her goals today as a HOSA 
officer include the simplicity of happiness and 
being able to support others. 

“I want to be person who makes others 
happy,” Serrano said. “I will support them 
[other members], and I will support myself.” 

Serrano says that her motivation and 
independence help her meet those goals.

“I just go for it.” Serrano said. 
However, she continues to shows reverence 

for her uncle and her cousin, both of 
whom will always play a role in Jennifer’s 
consideration of her future.

“[They] inspired me to be someone. My duty 
is to help them.” Serrano said. “I want to help 
other people, and support them.” 

Family Matters 
by staff reporter 
Johnny Nguyen

photos courtesy of Laura Huynh

Through participating in HOSA sophomore Jennifer Serrano says she is building a foundation of health care 
knowledge to help meet her goal of working in the medical field.  

HOSA Activities Provide Healthy Dose of Learning for Club Officer
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 d
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 p
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 m
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 p
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 C
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f m
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