Turf Trouble

Mayor speaks on recent gang violence

Morgan Taylor-Thomas
Staff Writer

Longview Mayor Andy Mack
is searching for a way to give
gang members a way out while
Longview continues to gossip
about gangs and gang-related
criminal activity.

Mack posted a link to a two-
part questionnaire on Facebook
for the residents. The first
question related to the subject,
asking respondents whether
they would support finding a
way to help gang members out
and into a new community if it
were an available option. The
other question asked who they
favored to win the Super Bowi.
(GO BRONCOS!)

“This week's survey is kind
of interesting, and it's going
to spur some discussion. I'm
excited 1o see what happens,”
Mack said during a speech
for the Longview Rotary Club
on Tuesday,according to the

DIVING INTO A DREAM

Longview News-Journal. “If
possible, would you support
a program that gave gang
members the option to turn
their lives around if they wanted
it? Would you support that? |
would. In a heartbeat.”

There are many recreational,
educational, and after-school
programs that exist to help
persuade youth from joining
gangs, however, there are none
within our area that help escape
this lifestyle, Mack said.

“They're lost,” he said. “Once
they're in, they're done, and it's
because of them we are having
issues. However, | believe that
not every one of them want to
stay in, but they have no option
out.”

Gang members often lack
jobs, money, or family support,
all factors that attract them to
gangs and leave them with

few options if they desired to
distance from the gang, Mack
said.

Mack has been posting non-
scientific surveys every week
since June.

“There is not a simple solution
that makes (all crimes) go
away,” Mack said in his speech
Tuesday. “It's a multifactorial
puzzle that has many pieces,
and if we continue to put them
together, eventually our pieces
will be greater than (offenders)
pieces and we will succeed.”

Seventeen people commented
on the mayor’'s post and eleven
people shared it within an hour
after posting.

“I believe that there’s a chance
for this community to come
together and help the youth that
are stuck find a way out of a
lifestyle they no longer want to
live,” Mack said.

Make-A-Wish Foundation sends second-grader to Florida to swim with dolphins

Mackenzie Brown
Sta® Wnter

As s00n as she stops Into
the smal room, her nerves
take over. The room s ful of
cameras ponting her drection,
but it also full of farmibar faces
Someone tels her that this is not
a bithday party. No. this s a
patherng o thank her for being
an Nspraton

Her nervousness shilts 0
shock, and then 10 pure joy. She
races around the room, hugging
her frends, her relatves, and
everyone aise who s there 0
support her

On Novemter 10, Jadan
Johnson was taken to Ar U
and lod that the Make-A-\Weh
Foundation woud te sending
her 10 Florida's SeaWord and
Dolphin Cove, where she would
swm with dophns

It was cool, cause | was the
ony one who lrick-rode and |
was the youngest one there.”
Jaidan d. "I was supposed to
hod the fins. Both of them But |
sipped ofl, and then | was trick-
nding'”

Jaidan was diagnosed wth
Alpha 1 Antitrypsin, a conaition
relgled 10 the Iver, at only 7

HOONG 0N het New marne Mend. SeConS grader Jadan Johreon smies for 1o camera. Jadan Yavend 1 Flonds 1o
ST I CUPNTS Tanes 10 1he Tl of he Maso- AWsh Foundation
e COPHN Made & S0und 1o & 00" JNCen Sad. “Usualy i the wid aphirs onfy Ive 20 De about Theen yours Dt
Mo O a0 were Wty

We [oretenged 10] sl he fatrg pole and i

i orca show,” Jaidan sad
! got 50 wet my mom had 10 buy

wooks old, She was adced to
the transplant list at nne months
olg

“Before her wansplant, she
couldn’t walk because her belly

was the size of a basketbal
oue 10 ascites. which s ‘luig
buildup,” Jaidan's mother Jaime
Swee sad ‘To everyone's
amazement, she walked lor the

firs! time one day afler her lile-
sawng iver ransplant *

Aler Jadan was od sbout
har upcoming trp at Ar U, she
oot 10 sign the Pink Hea's pink

fire truck outside of the buiding

‘The moment she reaized
that the whoe group was there
for her was wonderfu  She just
stood there and ooked around

In shock”™ event coordnator
for Pk Heals Tammy Denfeld
sad. "She was very moved
by sgning the ruck. She s &
survivor
eft lor Florica on
November 12 wih har mother
and her grandparents
s swam with colphns ot
Dolphin Cove

*‘There was a dophn that
puthed me by the oot Two
oouadnt push ma Cause | was
S0 liny, and they were 100 close
together,” Jadan sad “Dxe
was the one tha! pushed me
Sho was so fast. | loved it
Jaidan's grandparents oined
her and har mother for the ¥np 10
Florda They went with Jaidan
0 Dophn Cove 10 share the
experence with her

"As | waiched Jadan all | coula
think of was n that moment, she
Was epaenencing pure Oy
Jadan's grandmother Sandy
Stoolo sad. "t was the happlest
Whie she was n Fonda

! Jadan a's0 visted SeaWord

*Ar SeaWord, we went 10 the
“We

me a new shin

Jaidan ana her tamily returned
fromm Florida on November 17,
out Jaidan wil likely remember
this lrip with her family for the
rest of her Ife

“| am very proud of Jadan, her
heart. and her love for omhers,”
Jame Steele said. “Throughout
his pumey. she has been
axtremealy brave and taught me
not 10 be afraud ”



Winners in the Water

Swim Team advances to Regionals

Layton Anderson

Contnbuting Whiter

The four man White Oak swim
{eam competed in the Distrnot
15 moetl n Texarkana, Texas on
Jan, 23, The team, consisting
of Michael (12) and Zach (10)
Maly, Jarrod Loaman (12),
and Layton Anderson(10), is
sengng al four swmmars o
regonals on Fecruary 5 in
Lowsvile, Toxas

‘I'm leeing pretty confdent
poing N0 regionals, Syt I'm
being cautous,” Mchael said
I'm not going ¥© Ce QoNg
shoming my full potential al
regonais bt just enough to
hopealuly gel me 1o state where
if | make t I'l defintely be
gvng it my absolute all and
gnviNg & my Dast shot.”

Going nlo regionals, Michael
is ranked first in both the 200 free
and 500 free. In fact, Michael
has a 22 socond acvantape
over the 2 ranked seed, and
a 7 second agvantage n the
200 free. Michael is gleo & part
of tha 200 free relay and the
400 free relay whom are both
in contention to win regonals
and make stale. Switrming
slongsice his orother, one-

All About That Bass

Madison Malone
Sta¥f Wnler

fourth of the celendng regional
champion reay Zach Maly is
plannng on makng s s last
go around and stant to focus
and footoal and baseball
™m a latle Nervous Considernng

that | have been gone from
SWm ang am not at my best
speed | could possidy be”
Zach sad m preparnng the
same as all other swmmers
and I'm pracicing and workng
10 become tetler for my DesL”
Zach will most laly ba the 3
eg of the 200 free and the 2
o9 behind Lowman, who will
ead ofl hoping 10 el an early
2ad agans: other compettors
Llowman s competng n
for events: the 200 M
100 oreasistroke, and both
reays. He s sead00 4 n Dot
ndwdusis, and it =, aong with
Michae . hs hinal year and tinal
regionals to atlend

1 am 'ooKINg forwarg 1o endng
my career on a high note’
LOowman sac 1 have Toen
clessed with a successiul four
years and amazng teammales
As we Drave our las! endeavor
wogether at regionals n hope
(contnued on pape £)

Bass fishing team reels in big at first two tournaments

Wi o ourmaments down
the White Oak Bass Fshing
Tean fished for frsl place
Hocruing sponsors and fshing
competivay hasnl sowed
tham down as they periormed
wel n her latest loumament
on Saturday, Octoder 3, at Lake
o' the Pines

A 17.73 pound winning bag
of lish caugt by Mreshmar
Tronmon Gross and sophomore
Seth Kuich eamed the team a
scholarship money otal of $730
and Vendella 7 rod comdos
Kutch also brought home Big
Bass MHonors with his catch of
720 pounds and received a
certificate for a par of Costas
(Up 10 a $280 vaue) for his big

fish. Both quaily 10 fish in the

Hogonal tournamant with these
honors. White Oak aiso brought
home the Wwam championship

: wih ther 10p 3 waghts coming
+ N at 3143 pounos

Conser sag

Most of the
l.‘r - .‘) ‘L’ |
fshing 1s s
them. For (
fshing has |
snce he couy

My cad N
the waler " (

wont wiin h
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Weather o
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a Lake P
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ocoNZtionNs a
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the younger
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