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by COLTON JOHNSON
staff writer 

English teacher Michele Rigdon 
stands before her small class of students 
describing her visits to Germany and 
Poland. “When I was standing in  
Auschwitz, Majdanek, and Treblinka, the 
ground spoke,” she said as she prepared 
her students for the stories of those who 
survived, and those who did not survive, 
the injustices of the Holocaust. “It pleaded 
for us to never forget.” 

Rigdon has met Holocaust survivors, 
studied around the world, and is sharing 
her experiences with students in her class, 
Holocaust and Human Rights through 
Literature and Film, offered to juniors and 
seniors.

“[The class] wasn’t really encouraged 
until this year because we didn’t have the 
space in our schedule to offer it,” Rigdon 
said. “ Now that it is an option, the 
problem we face is that many students 
don’t know about the course.”

The course includes the study of not 
only the genocide of the Holocaust, but 
others similar to it, and why they were 
allowed to happen. Additionally, they 
study human rights issues in America and 
across the globe.

“It’s only through the knowledge and 
lessons we learn through the past that we 
are able to have the tools necessary to fight 
similar circumstances that are happening 
or may happen in the future,” Rigdon said. 
“Those who have survived any violation of 
human rights have to be able to know that 
when they can no longer tell their story, 
that it won’t die out. They must know that 
the lessons we learn from their testimony 
will inspire others to recognize and fight 
injustice.”

Rigdon relies on testimony from 
survivors to present the struggles they 
faced in their rawest form, such as that 
of her friend Phil Gans who survived 
Auschwitz and lost his whole family to the 
Holocaust.

“He told me that when he tells of his 
experiences ‘it never gets any easier’,” 

Rigdon said. “I’ve been blessed enough 
to have met a number of people who not 
only survived but those who have chosen 
to do something instead of standing by. 
They inspired me to teach this subject. We 
will become the witness to the witness. 
It is essential for us to learn from their 
experiences.”

That’s a lesson she hopes to instill in all 
her students.

“What impacted me most was our trip 
to Dallas,” former student Kenzie Vogan 
said. “We were able to meet two Holocaust 
survivors, and that experience has stayed 
with me. It was such an honor to meet two 
people who had survived such horrors, but 
never lost the will to live.”

Through experiences like these, Rigdon 
hopes that the stories of these survivors 
encourage her students to make a change 
in the world. 

“We all need to learn how to stand 
up in the face of intolerance and hatred 
instead of standing by,” Rigdon said. 
“We must own the stories they have to 
tell because once they’re gone it will be 
essential that someone is left to keep the 
past alive.”

This mission has lead her around the 
world, meeting new people and listening 
to many testimonies. In 2009, she traveled 
to Israel and Poland to study with a group 
of teachers as part of a Jewish resistance 
teachers’ program inspired by a Warsaw 
Ghetto fighter, Vladka Meed.

“[Vladka] wanted teachers to learn first 
hand through witness testimony and the 
sights themselves what needs to be taught 
to maintain the truth,” Rigdon said. 

Rigdon’s goal is to have students meet 
a survivor or someone who was actively 
involved.

“There are fewer Holocaust survivors 

that are able to speak on their accounts 
which is why it’s important now more than 
ever for students to listen to their words,” 
Rigdon said. “I’ve been able to take 
students to listen to Holocaust survivors, 
as well as people who stood up for them. 
All I can say is it’s much different talking 
to them in person compared to simply 
reading a memoir.”

Rigdon said students can expect an in-
depth study on all areas of the Holocaust 
and other issues of human rights.

“Besides having a down-to-earth, life- 
is-good teacher, my favorite part about 
this class is the in-depth look at what 
really happened in the Holocaust,” junior 
Seth Jones said. “I have really learned so 
many heroic, horrific and shocking truths 
about what went on not only during the 
Holocaust but also slavery.”

However, Rigdon is concerned that 
with the constant academic emphasis 
on class rank, many students stray from 
regular classes without giving thought as to 
what they might actually be interested in. 

“They also worry that because of the 
weight of the course being a regular class, 
they can’t afford it in their schedule,” 
Rigdon said. “However, the life lessons 
that are learned through this and the 
people that the students get to meet are 
once in a lifetime opportunities.”

Rigdon hopes students will look past 
the class’ weight to the lessons they could 
learn.

“If something is important to you, 
make it possible no matter what obstacles 
stand in your way.,” Rigdon said. “Though 
this class is not high on the scale of class 
rank, it is rich in lessons that will change 
your life, and in my opinion, that is worth 
more than any number a grade in a class 
can get you.”

Never Forget
English teacher shares passion 
for uncovering past injustices, genocide

“When I was 
standing in  

Auschwitz, Majdanek, 
and Treblinka, the 
ground spoke; 
it pleaded for us to 
never forget.” 

-Michele Rigdon

PAGES FROM THE PAST Looking through their altered books, senior Nic Shope, junior Seth Jones and seniors 
Angeles Chavez, Sidney Phillips and Cristian Moya are part of the Holocaust and Human Rights class. “As a teacher, I 
believe learning is enriched through all mediums: art, literature, film, testimony, and artifacts,” teacher Michele Rigdon 
said. “I have been fortunate to make many connections with those who experienced first hand, not only the Holocaust, 
but other genocides and other human rights issues.”
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Writing the gold standard
by MADELINE HUNLEY

co-editor-in-chief

For the newspaper staff, 
it’s the awards they dream 
of receiving–Crowns and 
Pacemakers. They’re imagined 
as a big, shiny, gold trophies, 
but in reality, they’re frames of 
excellence.

A group of four students 
are in Denver for the National 
Scholastic Press Association’s 
convention where they will 
announce Pacemaker winners. 
The online newspaper and 
yearbook are finalists for the 
award. The print newspaper 
received a Pacemaker during the 
fall convention.

This is the first time in the 
school’s history that all three 
publications have been finalists in 
one year.

“Online did really well this 
year. We got everyone to write a 
lot more and had daily coverage,” 
online-editor-in-chief Caroline 

Purtle said. “The staff was 
awesome and worked hard for 
this award.”

Last month, the “Tiger 
Times” and “Tiger Times 
Online” received a Gold Crown 
in the hybrid category from 
the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association.

Co-editor-in-chief Robert 
Hoover, is thrilled to have 
received his third Gold Crown.

“I’m so thankful to all of 
my staff and co-editor-in-chief, 
Madeline Hunley, for making all 
of this possible,” Hoover said. 
“I’ve enjoyed writing, and it has 
helped me grow as a person and 
as a writer.”

A panel of judges assemble 
each year to view all entrants. 

“When I found out online 
was a Pacemaker finalist, I started 
screaming and crying,” Purtle 
said. “I owe it to my support 
system here at publications.”

For the editors, the awards are 
a culmination of three years of 

journalism instruction. 
“It all goes back to Mrs. 

Potter, and I thank her for 
everything. Without her, we’d 
probably be some two-bit paper 
that probably uses Comic Sans,” 
Hoover said. “Once she taught 
us everything, she let Madeline, 
Caroline and myself take the 
reins and do our own thing.”

The judging standards push 
the staff to improve.

“I am expecting for online 
to grow and to become 
more advanced with the new 
technology that is released every 
year,” Purtle said. “I just hope 
that the excellence continues.”

Print is also looking forward 
to receiving awards next year, 
which will be picked up at 
Columbia University in New 
York City.

“I hope our future editors-
in-chief will get the same 
experience,” Hoover said. “I’m 
looking forward to what they will 
accomplish next year.”

Newspaper receives top national awards

THE CROWNING MOMENT Juniors Anna Graves, Tyler Snell, Caroline May and Abby Hill 
collaborate to design pages to achieve an award winning publication. Tiger Times print 
edition received a Pacemaker award from the National Scholastic Press Association in 
November. The online site and the yearbook are nominated for Pacemakers, which will be 
presented during the NSPA convention awards ceremony Saturday.  photo by r. lewis

Mooneyham receives Teacher of the Year
Breaking the

by LAUREN POTTER
staff writer

Unlike the regular classroom, 
Holly Mooneyham’s is more than 
textbooks and a daily bell ringer. 
It’s chitchat among the students 
about a million acronyms to help 
them remember the proper way 
to write a short answer for their 
English EOC.

“My goal as a teacher is to 
make learning fun and engaging 
while building relationships,” 
Mooneyham said.

Mooneyham was named the 
high school teacher of the year 
on April 2 and will now compete 
for the selection of the district’s 
secondary teacher of the year.

“I was not expecting to 
become Teacher of the Year,” 
Mooneyham said. “In fact, Mr. 
[Chad] Evans and I have been 
having this discussion for weeks, 
and he was certain I was going to 
win while I was not.”

As the first in her family to 
graduate from high school and 
then earn a master’s degree, 
Mooneyham understands the 

importance of education.
“I came from a family 

where education wasn’t nearly 
as important as having a trade 
skill and most of my siblings 
dropped out of high school. My 
only thought for that is: ‘what 
if my siblings had a teacher that 
engaged them and really cared?’,” 
Mooneyham said. “I want my 
students to understand that 
education is important and that I 
care about them as individuals.”

Mooneyham has been 
recognized for her dedication in 
the classroom, as well as her time 
coaching UIL and sponsoring 
Key Club.

“I have the extra time to 
devote to my students since I 
don’t have children of my own 
yet,” Mooneyham said. “I am 
able to arrive early, stay late and 
volunteer. It’s always nice to be 
recognized for your time and 
effort.”

For the past three years an 
English teacher has been chosen 
as Teacher of the Year, including 
Monica Washington.

“I know from experience that 

English teachers put in some 
long hours grading assignments 
that take many hours to grade,” 
Washington said. “I am so happy 
that we are being represented 
by Holly Mooneyham. [She] is 
creative, hardworking, and she 
goes above and beyond to make 
sure that she meets all of her 
students’ needs.”

It’s her teaching style that 
makes an impact on her students.

“What I liked about Mrs. 
Mooneyham was her desire to 
pull success out of her students,” 
sophomore Slyder Welch said. 
“Her teaching style was strict and 
straight to the point. She made 
me realize the endless possibilities 
that come with writing and 
helped me strive to be the student 
I’ve become.” 

Ironically, Mooneyham found 
inspiration for teaching from 
her family’s lack of interest in 
schooling.

“My family did not put much 
stock in education. It was a 
perpetual cycle of uneducated, 
illiterate family members,” 
Mooneyham said. “I wanted 

more for my life, so I broke the 
cycle.”

For Mooneyham, school and 
learning had become an escape 
from her everyday life.

“School was a refuge for 
me. I enjoyed learning and 
found power in knowledge,” 
Mooneyham said. “In high  
school I was influenced by some 
pretty amazing teachers which 
then in turn allowed me to 
embrace the idea of teaching.”

Mooneyham hopes to inspire 

her students, as well as her family, 
to further their education.

“I hoped that if I set the 
example and expressed how 
important education was to a 
person’s life then maybe more of 
my family would feel the need 
to continue their educational 
journey,” Mooneyham said. 
“Becoming a teacher meant 
that I could then empower 
others to understand the power 
and importance of having an 
education.”

SMILING FOR SUCCESS English teacher Holly Mooneyham smiles after receiving a bouquet 
of flowers from Principal Brad Bailey after she is named Teacher of the Year. photo by s. 
pritchard
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Digging a little deeper

ON THE MEND In a game against the Pleasant Grove Lady Hawks, senior Kristin McDuffie hits the ball after 
senior Chealsea Slider sets it up. McDuffie and Slider are two of the returning five players on the team. “It’s 
difficult, but the new girls are catching on,” McDuffie said. 

by TYE SHELTON
staff writer

Nostalgic flashbacks to last year’s 
historic varsity volleyball team have 
resurfaced as district play begins 
and this young squad looks to prove 
themselves. 

With the loss of seniors Chanell 
Hayes and division one athlete Jalissa 
Trotter, it is naive to deny the youth 
among the team. 

“We’re trying to gain experience for 
the freshmen,” senior Chealsea Slider 
said. “We’re trying to build them up. 
[They] are so talented and athletic. The 
more experience, the better they will 
get.”

As in every team effort, expectations 
have been set by coaches and fans that 
will ultimately be the deciding factor 
in the fine line of success and failure in 
team sports.  

“We are progressing, we have been 
practicing hard with all of the new 

freshman,” junior Takeba Dowden 
said. “We have just been figuring out 
how to play as a team.”  

With many roles to fill, freshman 
Treyaunna Rush has stepped up in 
contributing to the varsity squad. 

“There is a lot of pressure that 
comes with it,” Rush said, “but this is a 
great team, and I expect the team to go 
far this year.”

Coming off of a 10-0 undefeated 
district season last year to their 11-12 
record now, the rebuilding process is 
in full effect. With only four seniors 
on the roster, experience is key as they 
begin their quest for a postseason spot.

“We have to work out the little 
issues and play as a team,” senior Asia 
Williams said. “It’s challenging, but 
that means we have to work twice as 
hard.”

The team continues district play 
against Sulphur Springs Friday at Tiger 
Center. 

Katie Biggar contributed to this report.

5

6
Number of 
returning 
players

Number of 
new players

“We have five 
people returning, 
and we have a lot 
of new people, 
so we’re building 
on that. The 
returning players 
have to step up 
and get together 
and give the 
underclassmen a 
lot of confidence.”

-Chealsea Slider, 
12

Volleyball focuses on rebuilding with young team

Tigers fight for more than yards

SPRINTING ONWARD Senior J’kardi Witcher leads the football team out of the Tiger tunnel before 
the Texas vs. Arkansas game. 

by TYE SHELTON
staff writer

Lack of depth and leadership 
has caused seniors defensive 
back Chaz Davis and running 
back Jakardi Witcher to take 
charge. With lack of seniority, 
young stars have emerged in the 
likes of juniors Quan Hampton, 
Eric Sutton and Cade Pearson. 

Witcher had more than 
300 all-purpose yards against 
Arkansas, including 200 on the 
ground and a 100-yard kickoff 
return.

With what the team lacks 
in size and seniority, they make 
up for in the weightroom and 

conditioning. Relentless drive 
from the coaches has resulted 
with wins against Whitehouse 
and Arkansas High. 

Hampton had four receptions 
for 97 yards in the season opener 
against Whitehouse while 
Sutton had a 17-yard reception 
and one interception against 
Arkansas High. Hampton also 
added a 32-yard punt return late 
to set up a score for the Tigers. 

Despite their recent success 
the Tigers came up short against 
the Kilgore Bulldogs losing 
21-17. 

“We went in with a lack of 
physicality, and our intensity 
was not up,” Witcher said. “We 

played a crazy first half, but they 
just took it from us.” 

In the past, playoffs have 
been a one-game story, but with 
an understanding of this year’s 
importance, the coaching staff 
and players realize it is time for 
a change. 

“Something a lot of people 
do not see is how hard we work 
as a team, all of the hours we 
put in,” Pearson said. “Everyday 
from 7 a.m until sundown we 
work, we have a good, smart, 
physical football team.” 

The Tigers host their first 
home game at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
against Sulphur Springs as the 
hunt for a playoff spot begins.  
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by ANNA GRAVES
editor-in-chief

You wake up. You take 
a shower. You brush your 
teeth. You flush the toilet. 
Wash your hands. Get a 
glass of water. Water the 
lawn. Start the dishwasher. 
Do a load of laundry. 

The average American 
uses about 100 gallons 
of water a day. Imagine 
having to walk more than 
three miles from your 
home to collect just five 
gallons of water that isn’t 
even safe to drink.  

The Thirst Project is 
a nonprofit organization 
that uses 100 percent of 
the funds collected to 
provide water wells for 
underdeveloped countries. 
Representatives Madeline 
Lavery and Janani 
Muthaiya, also called 
Road Warriors, gave a 
free presentation on the 
program at the StuCo 
meeting Oct. 12. StuCo 
received this visit through 

their involvement in Texas 
Association of Student 
Councils.

According to the Thirst 
Project website, over 600 
million people in the world 
go without safe, clean 
drinking water. The process 
of collecting water is time 
consuming and dangerous, 
and these water sources 
are unprotected and dirty 
causing an average of one 
child to die of water-
related diseases every 19 
seconds. 

 Road Warriors visit 
different schools and 
organizations to spread the 
word about the program. 
These young adults travel 
across the country meeting 
with at least one school a 
day. 

“Being a Road Warrior 
is the best decision I have 
ever made,” Lavery said. “It 
has affected my patience, 
my communication skills, 
my public speaking skills, 
and even my passion. I feel 
very strongly about Thirst 

Project.”
Thirst Project is the 

world’s leading youth water 
activism organization. 
Middle schools, high 
schools and colleges across 
the country have gotten 
involved and are working 
to help end the water crisis 
and contribute to the cause 
in their own way.

“We need students to be 
the world changers because 
students are the future,” 
Lavery said. “We need to 
spread awareness. We need 
more people talking about 
the global water crisis 
and more people who are 
passionate and want to get 
involved.”

Thirst Project’s 
presentation impacted 
students and sparked 
planning in their minds. 

“I really enjoyed their 
presentation,” Key Club 
President John Debenport 
said. “It’s a great thing for 
us to do because it lets us 
get involved in something 
that’s not just local. It’s 

a broad cause that helps 
Texas High make a bigger 
impact. I think StuCo can 
definitely take a strong 
leadership role in this, and 
Key Club will join.”

Ultimately, the goal of 
Thirst Project is to end the 
global water crisis. But the 
organization has a more 

specific, short-term goal as 
well: give the entire nation 
of Swaziland safe drinking 
water by 2022.

“Swaziland has the 
highest HIV/AIDS 
population density in 
the world,” Lavery said. 
“Even if people have access 
to medical treatment, 

the dirty water [they are 
drinking] will kill them 
faster than their AIDS. 
[Reaching our goal] is 
going to cost us $50 
million, but by doing this 
we can use Swaziland as a 
case study to show to the 
United Nations and other 
water organizations so they 
can see the drastic change 
and help implicate [the 
water wells] everywhere.”

The goals and 
achievements of Thirst 
Project have inspired 
students to believe that 
they are capable of making 
a difference despite their 
age or position in life. 

“I thought they were 
really inspirational,” junior 
Emily Meinzer said. “It 
definitely opened my eyes 
and made me realize that I 
can make a difference.”

Thirst Project’s goal 
for ending the water crisis 
is about more than just 
drinkable water. Giving a 
community a clean water 
source improves economic 
development, food security, 
health and education rates.

“Water changes every 
single sector of community 
life and development,” 
Lavery said. “So by ending 
the water crisis, you change 
all of that. Giving people 
clean water means giving 
people a future.”

Hydrate the cause
StuCo advocates for nonprofit organization that 
promotes awareness about world water supply

ONE SIGNATURE AT A TIME Sophomore Brianna Black signs the Thirst 
Project jug after making a donation to the organization. The Thirst Project will provide 
water wells for underdeveloped countries.

photo by E. Meinzer
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The GIRLS BASKETBALL team 
has been experiencing a rebuilding 
season after losing two Division I level 
athletes last year. The team has only 
one senior and the rest of the team 
composes of underclassmen. Despite the 
inexperience, the team boasted strong 
perimeter play this year as they are 
among the top teams in Texas in three 
pointers made. 

The SOFTBALL team is looking forward 
to a successful season with the prospect of 
a deep run in the playoffs. The team only 
lost three seniors and will replace them with 
talented freshmen. With most of the starters 
returning, the team’s chemistry is still intact. 

The BASEBALL team is comprised mostly of 
experienced seniors and college-committed 
athletes. After being one and done for the 
past two years, the team is setting its sights 
on target for a deep run in the playoffs. The 
boys have particularly worked on consistent 
hitting due to losing multiple close games in 
previous years.

After being a competitive team 
in district play this season, the 
BOYS BASKETBALL team 
will be competing in the playoffs. 
One of the highlights of their 
season has been their recent rout 
of Longview at home. The team 
has attributed their confidence 
as the reason for their success. 
As they enter playoffs, they plan 
on working on communication on 
defense. 

The boys and girls SWIM 
TEAM both won regionals. 
This is the 18th and 7th 
consecutive win for the boys 
and girls respectively. Senior 
Dylan Gray won the 100 yard 
breaststroke, and sophomore 
Kristen Clayton won the girls 100 
yard breaststroke. Both 200 yard 
medley relay teams won. The 
boys 200 freestyle relay and the 
girls 400 freestyle relay made 
call-ups for state which will be 
held at the University of Texas at 
Austin on Feb. 19-20.

Coming off a win at the Lobo 
Invitational this past Monday, 
the BOYS GOLF TEAM 
team’s confidence is trending 
up. Their next tournament is 
their regional preview on Feb. 
26-27. GIRLS GOLF are 
competing today and tomorrow 
at their own Regional Preview 
in Rockwall, Texas. Both teams 
are preparing for their upcoming 
district tournament on April 4-5 
at the Rockwall Golf and Athletic 
Club.

JUNIOR KENZIE DICKSON

SENIOR ZACKARIE PHILLIPS

SENIOR JANIRO LANE

SENIOR DYLAN GRAY

SENIOR NATALIE 
PORTWOOD

Fanatics

photos by M. Brandon, M. Frohnhoefer, D. James, P. Spaulding, file photos
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FRESHMAN MIA WILSON

by TYE SHELTON
staff writer

Laces and spikes are two 
components of life that were major 
keys to senior Trevor Danley’s 
athletic career.  A two-year starter 
on varsity football and a four-year 
letterman in baseball, his high 
school career is quite successful. 
Unfortunately, his junior season of 
spring baseball was cut short by a 
torn Anterior Cruciate Ligament 
(ACL) in the final game of the 2014 
football season.  

A six month period of 
withdrawal from his craft only drove 
the already motivated Danley even 
more, prompting a vigorous and 
trying installment of rehabilitation. 
With the goal of reaching the next 
level of collegiate athletics, the 
journey to recovery began. 

“Injuries within sports take tolls, 
but the hardest part of this injury 
mentally was the day I was fully 
released,” Danley said. “Accepting 
and coping with the uncertainty of 
not knowing my limits was hard 
to deal with, especially with the 
thought of percentages behind a 
retear.” 

With mental duress and 
rehabilitation in his past, Danley 
sought after an opportunity to 
perform at an elite level last summer. 
He joined a summer travel baseball 
team based out of Longview and 
coached by former collegiate 
baseball player Nico Moran. 

“Trevor has taken everything 
he has been told by coaches and 
by people who are trying to help 
him,” Moran said. “He may not 
play where he once dreamed of, but 
he has dominated what was put in 
front of him, and that is enough for 
someone to make a dream come true 
for Trevor.”  

As the end of summer 
approached, Trevor could see his 
goal of playing at the collegiate level 
within his grasp. Schools such as 
Stephen F. Austin, Seminole State 
Junior College, University of Texas 
at Arlington, and University of 

Central Arkansas showed interest in 
Danley.

After numerous performances 
in front of big-time names, such as 
University of Arkansas head coach 
Dave van Horn, Texas Christian 
University’s Jim Schlossnagle, and a 
plethora of professional scouts, his 
upside promised great talent. 

His only setback to some is the 
“what if?” of a possible retear, or 
the chance his knee cannot promise 
him results needed to consistently 
perform at an elite level. This 
mindset has caused a change in 
perspective regarding Danley’s 
potential. 

“Some things I do not 
understand,” Danley said. “I do not 
understand the fact that I cannot 
change I tore my ACL, yet I am 
stronger, faster and better than 
pre-injury. It provides a sense of 
hopelessness telling a kid he has a 
future in a program, only to break 
that trust built by a factor I cannot 
change.” 

Through these trials and tests, his 
grit and will are two things that have 
remained prevalent within his road 
to success. Danely has sought out 
and found strength through strong, 
divine faith, along with a massive 
support group. 

Athletic trainer Daniel Byrd, who 
spent eight months working with 
Danley, knows first-hand of Danley’s 
determination. Early morning 
sessions of treatment and rigorous 
stretching accompanied by strength 
training in the afternoon. 

What started as a simple rehab 
stint formulated a strong friendship 
building upon day-long sessions 
of continual progress. Day in and 
day out, Danely made it back to his 
realm of comfort within the white 
lines of the diamond. 

“[Danley] would beat me to the 
training room most mornings. He 

is the kind of kid that makes my 
job easier, coming ready to work 
everyday,” Byrd said. “Seeing him 
for the first time in nine months in 
gear was rewarding. I hope he goes 
far and does well because he has put 
in the time and work to succeed.”  

With the wavering uncertainty as 
to what lies in the future, Danley’s 
work ethic is one that does not 
follow suit of his predecessors. He 
finds motivation to prove to those 
who do not believe in his talent 
that past injuries do not dictate the 
performance level of an individual. 

The last fall semester of Danley’s 
career flew by quickly,and his final 
high school season approaches. 
However the lack of college interest 
has not deterred Danley from 
hope, but  has given him the will 
to succeed more than ever. As his 
fourth and final year of high school 
baseball commences, his role as 
captain has taken a new meaning. 

“Trevor has always been a great 
leader,” assistant baseball coach Scott 
Mennie said. “I have no doubt he 
will succeed in anything he does in 
life.” 

Hopefully, an offer will come. 
Hopefully, somebody will be calling. 
In regards to recruitment hampered 
by his knee, Danley is in a “do or 
die” situation. Fully aware, he is 
heading into this season head first, 
prepared for anything thrown his 
way. 

“Hearing the words, ‘you are 
done,’ inflicted pain on me, but 
I knew that I wouldn’t let myself 
give up,” Danley said. “All the 
times crying in the training room, 
or falling five times the first time I 
tried to sprint, I knew that it would 
all be worth it someday, and I think 
that day will come - the day I step 
across the white lines of a collegiate 
baseball field ready to play the game 
I love.” 

TAKE A 
KNEE
ACL injury 
shows senior how 
to persevere, strive 
for college

strapping up Senior Trevor Danley watches his teammates as he puts on his knee brace. Ever 
since his injury, Danley must take extra precautions when it comes to safety during sports.
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