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staff writer

When Coach John Watson 
announced his retirement, Texas 
High lost an amazing coach who 
had done so many things for the 
program. A rough year without 
him loomed ahead, and players 
became acquainted with a new 
head and assistant coach. This 
year, even more change has come.

Two new coaches were 
brought into the tennis circuit 
this year. The new assistant coach, 
Toby Watson, is the son of the 
former Coach Watson. He is 
happy to be at Texas High, where 
his father has had such a huge 
impact. 

“I think it’s very important to 
uphold the traditions my father 
has left at Texas High,” Watson 

said. “The tennis team should 
uphold the tradition of winning 
and having class.”

The father and son coaches 
have similarities in the way that 
they teach, but can still easily be 
differentiated. 

“I think I do things differently 
than my dad,” Watson said. “Of 
course, growing up watching 
him, I couldn’t help but pick 
up some of my techniques from 
him.”

Already, the program has 
seemed to improve with Watson 
and the new head coach, Coach 
Tom Faulkner.

“I think the team is making 
real progress, even though it is 
early in the year,” Watson said. 
“We are headed in the right 
direction and working toward 
getting that tradition back.”

Many tennis players who were 
lucky enough to have the elder 
Watson are glad to have someone 
in the program related to him. 
It is comforting to see a familiar 
face coaching them on the courts.

“It’s just great to continue the 
legacy of a Watson,” senior John 
Norton said. “It’s awesome to 
have a man of the same values 
as [the elder] Watson, who 
really gives us a good example to 
follow.”

Neither the younger nor the 
elder Watson have been given 
a reputation for taking it easy. 
Players who have had both have 
had to work hard to stay on the 
team and in their good graces.

“The elder  Watson made 
the team run extremely hard,” 
Norton said. “The younger 
Coach Watson has even more of 

an emphasis on conditioning, 
so with him we run more than 
before.” 

For some players, it has taken 
some adjustment to get used to 
having the son of the former 
legend head coach. 

“I really like having the new 
Coach Watson as the assistant 
this year,” junior Elizabeth 
Sanders said. “It is a little weird 
calling him Coach Watson 
though, because we already had 

his father.”
There has been a lot of buzz 

surrounding the new Coach 
Watson, but he has turned out 
to be a positive influence on the 
players and the team as a whole.

“I would use the word excited 
to describe how I feel about the 
new Coach Watson,” junior 
Hutch Tidwell said. “He grew up 
being guided by the legend that 
built the tennis team at Texas 
High.”

Inheriting the court
Watson family continues coaching legacy

GIVING 
ENCOURAGEMENT: 
Coach Toby Watson laughs 
while coaching his new team 
during practice. 
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print editor-in-chief

Run the lines. Take a swing. Get back in 
position. Get set for the next volley. Put all 
the power behind the swing and knock the 
opponent out.

The boys and girls tennis teams have 
been hard at work in order to make an 
impact and win matches.

“After the lose to Longview, we are just 
trying to [work] more and leave everything 
out on the court,” senior Aubree Cramer 
said. “[This is] so that this will never happen 
again and make our way to state.”

At the Sept. 9 tournament, the teams 
suffered heart-wrenching defeats. However, 
the boys team feels they will have a shot to 
make it far at regionals and state this year.

“The real goal is to win state, or at least 
get to go as a team,” junior Zack Moore 
said. “The best case scenario for the team 
this year is to not lose any more district 

matches, which we most likely won’t.”
While the players are confident in their 

abilities and chances to win matches, they 
also look to enjoy the competition. 

“We have had a lot of fun this year and 
we are doing very well so far,” freshman 
Sarah Rogers said. “Some of the past 
tournaments have been tougher since we 
were playing 6A [division] schools, but 
district matches have been relatively easy.”

Although district is set to be an easier 
slate, the tennis teams will have to beware 
underdogs and look forward to fighting for 
the chance to compete at state, Nov. 11-12.

“Right now, the records show that we 
aren’t doing too well, but we are playing 
much harder teams than we previously have. 
It’s really preparing us for regionals, and I 
really think we can win that,” senior Carson 
Rommel said. “I feel like if our girls team 
can work and beat McKinney North, then 
we have a shot at going to state and be the 
first team to do that.”

The Swing Factor
Tennis teams look to improve from last year, prepare for season ahead

“We’ve extended our practice an extra half 
hour, been playing more matches and doing 
a lot more drills on specific things that we all 
need to work on to prepare for regionals.”

ELIZABETH SANDERS, 11

ON THE ATTACK: Senior 
John Norton serves the ball in a 
match against Sulphur Springs. 
The Tigers won 19-0.   
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