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Driving long hours to support the football 
team can be a huge hassle or even prohibitive 
for some aficionados. Head of Athletics Jerry 
Reese and Booster Club parents have come 

up with a solution of fan buses. 
“We are not in the most ideal situation this year 

with the football scheduling and we felt like this was 
an idea that we could increase the crowd at some of 
the closer games,” Reese said. 

Safety was a main objective. Taking a charter bus 
is a safer alternative to high school students driving 
back from a game at 1a.m.

Anna Konradi [‘16] explained how the fan buses 
helped her parents feel more comfortable with her 
going to a football game in Tyler. 

“My parents didn’t want me to drive down there 
because I’m a terrible driver and  it’s very far away,” 
Konradi said. “It made them feel safer to know that I 
was going to be with adults and students.” 

Reese agreed that safety was a critical reason for 
implementing the buses. 

“It’s a safe and easy way for them to get [to the 
game],” Reese said. “If I can provide a way to get 
there and support their classmates, I think it’s im-
portant that we do that.” 

Although initially designed for football, if enough 
students use the fan buses, it could be expanded to 
other sports as well.

“If we have a close basketball game or soccer match 
or something in the spring like a la-
crosse game, I’m all for that.” Reese 
said. “We’re testing it right now to see 
how many kids would go on the bus.” 

Konradi said having fans at games 
is helpful to the players because they 
will bring more spirit to the game, 
so she would love it if the fan buses 
could be used for events such as her 
basketball games. 

“I think that be awesome if we 
could draw enough of a crowd to 
make it worth using one of those,” 
Konradi said. “It helps the program 
grow on its own if you have fans 
there, and then the younger kids are 
also seeing the sport which keeps the 
contribution going for next year.”

This idea has the potential to be-
come a tradition if fans take advan-
tage of the service.  

“As long as it’s communicated well, 
I think a lot of people will use the fan buses,” Konradi 
said. “It just depends on if the school spirit keeps up 
because people aren’t going to want to go if it’s only 
a few people.” 

Chartering is rather expensive, up to $500 or 
more, so full buses would justify the costs.

“They are expensive,” Reese said. “So if I get a large 
56 passenger bus I need to have it half full to make 
it worthwhile.” 

Supporting teams is a large part of community 
spirit; it brings people together under the same cause. 

“I look at the group of kids that went to Tyler, a 
very supportive group, I look at the mass group at 
the St. Mark’s game—that was a phenomenal crowd.” 
Reese said. “I wish we could get that kind of support 
at all contests. I think the more that we can do to 
give the kids an opportunity to support, it benefits 
everybody.” 

Also, taking the bus gives hours of time to build 
excitement with classmates. 

“I thought it was fun because we did eye black and 

had big posters and snacks on the bus,” Konradi said. 
“So you had the build up for the school spirit before 
hand instead of just right when you got to the foot-
ball game.” 

Konradi said that having more 
fans at the away games has made the 
games more fun and has made an im-
pression. 

“I went to a few away games last 
year and it would be me and just a 
couple other people,” Konradi said. 
“But this year we filled up a good 
amount of student section for the Ty-
ler game. People would look over and 
we’d be screaming and going crazy, so 
it definitely kept the energy up. All 
the senior guys said they really ap-
preciated it.”

Around 30 people were on the fan 
bus to the Tyler game, while less than 
half a dozen fans came to the game in 
Whitesboro, when a fan bus was not 
available. So the fan buses have al-
ready proven to be more user-friend-
ly for fans. 

The football players appreciate the 
increase of support at their away games. 

“Fans at away games are very important to me and 
the team because it provides energy that we can’t al-
ways get from within ourselves,”  said quarterback 
Seth Washington [‘17]. “Fans cheering us on really 
helps us see what we want to do and how bad we 
want to play.” 

Having fans at games is so important to the team. 
“I would be very excited because the away games 

are really far but it’s very supportive and we can 
tell how much our fans really appreciate us and 
how much more we appreciate them.” Washington 
said.“There’s definitely a fun social aspect about it,” 
Konradi said. “And doing it as a senior is cool be-
cause pretty much all the seniors are the ones playing 
and starting on the varsity sports and being captains 
so it’s cool to show up and support all of your class-
mates.”

In a Sept. 18 poll of 98 students, 69 percent of re-
spondents said that they would use the fan buses to 
show support at out of town events. 
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““It’s a safe and easy 
way for them to 
get [to the game], 
and if I can provide 
a way to get there 
and support their 
classmates, I think 
it’s important that 
we do that.” 

-Jerry Reese

Fans bus success sparks plan for expansion

New director 
mixes up recipes, 
staff, servery layout

The start of the new school year brings many 
changes, even to the food. SAGE, the school’s 
current catering company, has made numer-
ous adjustments. These innovations are main-

ly the brain childs of the new Food Service Director 
Erin Ticomb. 

“SAGE likes to move people around a little to im-
prove the consistency of their training as well as to 
provide some variety to the students,” said Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Robert Buchholz. “Rockow [former 
food service director]  is now cooking for Greenhill, 
and is an example of that policy.” 

Ticomb graduated from the Cu-
linary Institute of America, one of 
the world’s most prestigious cooking 
schools. This led to her current job 
working for SAGE. Ticomb has been 
working for the company seven years 
and has traveled across the country, 
working at 30 different locations in-
cluding Greenhill and The Winston 
School. She plans on using her diverse knowledge of 
the kitchen to advance ESD’s cafeteria services. 

“I’ve been managing every aspect of the kitchen, 
so I don’t just produce food, but I cultivate the team, 
I make the orders, and try to keep all those pieces 
moving,” Ticomb said. “Most of [the changes are] 
really just for functionality and to just give it a fresh 
look.” 

Ticomb has brought many alterations, including  
the idea of “ready-to-go plates,” the tweaking some 
basic recipes, giving the serving room a new look 
and bringing back the teacher line. 

Ticomb’s remodels to the serving area include a 
new, more formal and slightly bowled plate, a rear-
rangement of the salad and sandwich bar and a few 
other touches to give a it a make-over.

“Every place likes to have a fresh look [every] once 
and a while,” Ticomb said. “So that was the motiva-
tion to changing the actual layout and the look of the 
servery.”

The most popular adjustment among students is 
the “ready to go plates.” Sixty-nine percent said they 
are is satisfied with the new idea. The plates include 
the main meal of the day already proportioned and 

ready to go. Ticomb came up 
with the idea after complaints 
about wait time.

“We have heard some con-
cerns about the wait of the lines, 
[so we created] the ready-to-
go plates,” Ticomb said. “We 
thought that this would be a 
great way to bundle our most 

popular items and give the students the option to get 
something and begin their meal.” 

SAGE is also changing up the menu by keeping 
the classics and adding some foods to create more 
diverse main dishes.

Some students, however, desire more of a varia-
tion in day-to-day meals. 

“I like the new SAGE food, but I liked last years 
food more,” said Charlotte North [‘17]. “I think they 
should go back to some of their old ways to vary the 
different types of main courses. We usually have a 
lot of the same type of meat every week. There are 

also not as many Italian or Mexican meals which I 
would like to see again. [But] they have added a lot of 
healthy variety, more vegetables and healthy meats.”

Luckily, Ticomb has an answer for this. 
“We will be presenting some new concepts hope-

fully in the next month or so featuring our different  
cuisines,” Ticomb said. “[Like] the deli and salad 
bar,.Other than just some new recipes, we are just 
trying to keep it fresh and keep with the trends of the 
culinary world. It’s mostly to just freshen up the look 
a little bit make some things easier to serve.” 

Ticomb’s adaptations have been well received by 
students and faculty, with 58.6 percent of students 
being content with the revisions. Ticomb was not 
the only contributor to the modifications. Assistant 
Food Service Director for SAGE at ESD, Beth Fretto-
loso, was also a contributer to the cause. 

“We are grateful that Ms. Frettoloso is staying on 
board,” Buchholz said. “She is a highly valued person 
for ESD and SAGE and continues to play a signifi-
cant role for us. We are blessed to have such a strong 
team.”

SAGE will continue to make changes throughout 
the year in order to improve. Ticomb is very inter-
ested in keeping the staff and students as happy as 
possible and is open to critiques. 

“Most of the changes have been designed to im-
prove the flow of people through the servery and to 
ensure we have fresh, hot, tasty food for everyone to 
enjoy quickly,” Buchholz said. “I expect the menu 
will continue to change throughout the year as we 
improve our variety of offerings and respond to what 
the students like the best.”  

Chow time 
With all of the 
changes, SAGE 
still has their 
traditional lines 
where students 
can pick and 
choose their 
meal for the day. 
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27.6% are happy with 
the SAGE dinning 
experience

Survey of 98 students, Sept. 18

Loud and 
proud 
Juniors and 
seniors who 
traveled via the 
fan bus to Tyler 
show off their 
signs during the 
Aug. 29 game 
vs. Houston’s 
2nd Baptist. 
ESD went on to 
win the game 
53-14. photo 
courtesy of 
Anna Konradi.


