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Students Compare “The Sth Wave™: Book or Movie?

By Jett Warner and Callie
Payne

Page by page, the story
unfolds.The lights dim
and scene by scene, the
story is translated onto
the screen. Watching
the movie version of a
favorite book frustrates
some students. Some
experienced this when
those who read “The 5th
Wave” had a chance to
go to an early screening
for a field trip sponsored
by the library.

“Books are always
better than the movies,
they always seem to take
out important things
and replace them with
events that don't really
matter, 'seventh grader
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emn less romance
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it ’seventh A Heywood
grader Lola movies, they always said.“They
Moreno said."l
don't read seem to take out akso left out
books very H H which
oo that et important things .and which some
transferred replace them with were my
into movies favorite”
but when | do, | events that don't Librar-
expect them to ian Bobbie
be even better really matter.” Joheaon tas
because they th f
can add details Avery Weinheimer, 7 why readers
that readers are often

Bring on the Drama

By Maia Woodall

About 200 students at
Gorzycki attend Drama
Club after school where
they play games, have
snacks, and meet new
people.

Eighth grader Maddi
Feen is one of the eight
officers in Drama Club.
She loves Drama Club for
its vibrant atmosphere
and the different games
they play.

“| would recommend
Drama Club because
everyone can come,
and all you have to have
is a smile,” Feen said.
“The first time | went to
Drama Club was in sixth
grade, and ever since then
| have never missed a
single Drama Club."

Seventh grader Carli
Vinciguerra says her fa-
vorite part about Drama
Club is to see new faces,
and come up with ideas
for new games as an of-

ficer.

“Drama Club is unique
because [it is all run by
students], and all the
officers make the ideas,
Vinciguerra said.

Drama Club has be-

come an extremely popu-
lar attraction ever since it
started a few years ago.
“Drama Club is really
popular because sixth
graders get to be in-
volved and they can't be

in dance, or any sports,”
Vinciguerra said.

Seventh grader Madi-
son Adams has been go-
ing to Drama Club since
sixth grade and has been
going since.

Students practice making costume wounds at the Halloween Drama Club.
Photo by Maddi Feen

disappopinted when their
favorite books become
movies.

“The book always has
better character de-
velopment and better
detail,”Johnson said.“The
movie did a good job
portraying the theme
of the book but it still
wasn't as good as the
book.”

Eighth grader Haley
Harris has a different
view on the movie.

“The scenes were por-
trayed very well and | was
very impressed,”Harris
said”"Most movies don’t
surprise me like this one
did”

The 5th Wave is still
showing at many of Aus-
tin’s local theaters.

“My favorite part about
Drama Club is when
we play games in [the-
atre teacher Michelle]
Huerta’s room where we
can make different things
like the fake blood you
get to make for Hallow-
een,” Adams said.

Sixth grader Jacob
Thornton loves Drama
Club because he is free to
hang out with his friends
and play the games.

“What | love about act-
ing in Drama Club is that
you can build up your
character, and be yourself
[instead of] something
somebody wants you to
be,” Thornton said.

The officers are in
charge of coming up with
activities for Drama Club
for the students to enjoy.

“Drama Club is unique
from other schools be-
cause of the atmosphere,”
Feen said."We love the
acting, and want to share
it with people”
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Speaking Without Sound

By Elijah Esteves and
Avery Shelton

Imagine not being able
to speak to your parents
verbally and having to
communicate only with
your hands. This is a re-
ality for brothers sixth
grader Dale Stoddard and
eighth grader Collin Stod-
dard.

Growing up with deaf
parents, Dale doesn’t
think that people should
be quick to judge them.

“People should know
that just because some-
one can't hear, it doesn't
mean they are dumb,”
Dale said. “Being deaf is
just like having a broken
arm. It is no different than
any other disability, it’s just
something in your way."

Dale has been using sign
language to communicate
with his parents ever since
he was a few weeks old.

“My favorite sign is my
name,” Stoddard said."You
make your name based on

your own personality. For
example, mine has some-
thing to do with my face
because when | was little |
had a lot of facial expres-
sions.”

Although having two
deaf parents is considered
uncommon, Dale doesn't
think that it is that un-
usual.

“l would consider my
everyday life normal, sign
language is just like speak-
ing in another language
like Spanish,” Dale said.

However, having deaf par-
ents is not always easy.

“A good part about
having deaf parents is that
you can talk out loud and
you know that they won't
be eavesdropping, but a
bad part about having deaf
parents is that you have
to go to them if you need
something because you
can't just yell for them,”
Dale said.

Because sign language
is such an important part
of Dale’s life, he recom-

How to sign thank you:

mends taking it as a class
or just trying to learn it

“Because a lot of my
friends want to learn
sign language, | help teach
them by making them sign
to my parents as much as
possible,” Dale said."] also
teach them some basic
signs. If you're trying to
learn sign language, don't
get overwhelmed and take
it step by step”

tep 1 Bnng your hand to your chin.
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Sign Languayg

simple things in American

101:

Sixth grader Dale Stoddard
I shows how to say a few

Sign Language.
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Step 2: Keep your hand flat and move it down.
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How Dale signs his name:

Step 1: Bend your index finger and put the rest
of your fingers together.
Step 2: Bring the bent finger up to your eyebrow.




