
Often times, 
we communi-
cate who we 
are through our 
clothing. It re-
veals to the world 
what we want 
to express about 

ourselves. In recent years, however, 
the fashion industry has blown into 
a corrupt system based on peo-
ple’s materialism. These indus-
tries’ sole purpose is to expand 
their abundant profi ts. They do 
so by exploiting cheap labor in 
third world countries and in-
fringing on people’s basic 
human rights.

Countless times I have 
fallen victim to going to 
Forever 21 or H&M for a 
sale, not necessarily needing 
clothes but buying clothes only 
because they are cheap. When I buy 
these cheap clothes, I feel rich be-
cause I got three shirts for only about 
$30 when in reality, I am hurting the 
world economic system, the environ-
ment we live in, and, most important-
ly, the hands that made them.   

On November 24th, 2012 in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, a factory fi re broke out, 
killing at least 117 people and injuring 

over 200, making it the deadliest fac-
tory fi re ever recorded in the nation’s 
history. This was a garment factory 
consisting of mostly young women 
sewing t-shirts as cheaply as possible 
for Walmart’s American consumers. 
Countless times, the garment workers 
reported seeing cracks and not-

ing open elec-
trical wires 

within the 
building, 
k n o w -
ing their 

w o r k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s 
were unsafe. 

Walmart, 
along with 
many other 
large Amer-
ican corpo-
rations, give 

business to de-
veloping countries to help their econ-
omy, and they in turn get cheap labor, 
resulting in soaring profi ts. The prob-
lem with this system is that big cor-
porations want clothing to be made so 
cheaply that they cut safety standards, 
not wanting to pay a higher cost for the 
safety of the workers. These garment 

workers are also some of the lowest 
paid workers in the world, receiving 
only about $38 per month, a wage that 
makes it diffi cult to have even the basic 
necessities.

Additionally, most of the clothes 
we throw away or give away to char-
ity ends up in landfi lls. According to 
various estimates, only 15% of clothing 
given away to charity actually gets re-
cycled while the rest piles up in third 
world countries, emitting greenhouse 
gases as they decompose. The waste 
we as Americans produce has only in-
creased over time and is developing 
into a signifi cant issue for our gener-
ation. 

This is a pressing issue for the fu-
ture of the world we live in. I am no 
expert, but I strongly suggest learning 
about the hands that made the clothes 
we wear every day. Buy clothes you will 
wear more than 30 times, buy from 
businesses who give back their prof-
its and protect their workers such as 
People Tree and Patagonia and stay 
away from clothes that are made with 
synthetic dyes and chemicals. You can 
make a difference in the clothes you 
wear. Learn more about who pays the 
price for our clothing and watch “The 
True Cost.”●
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Worth of clothing represents more than cost

“It was about who gets the 
last pizza slice.”

Courtney   duong, junior

“One time, my sister had a 
cookie, and I ate it. She got so 

mad at me.”
Kate   Hinckley, sophomore

“We had a fight about the 
lyrics to a Flo Rida song.”

Alan   Guerrieri, freshman

“Always where we go to eat 
after church on Sunday.”

Tristan   Roberts, senior

Do you tutor or do you go to tutoring?
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