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Col. Ronald Oliverio’s has striven 
throughout his career to follow a motto 
that he has tried to instill into his cadets — 
head, heart, hands.

 “Head” represents thinking about what 
you want to accomplish. “Heart” symbol-
izes the passion needed to bring ideas into 
reality. And “hands” emphasizes the need 
to  act upon your idea to accomplish it.

Many students in the Air Force JROTC 
program consider enlisting and serving 
one of the branches of the military after 
graduating from high school.  If they need 
inspiration or guidance, they have to look 
no further than their own Akins teachers 
DQG� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� WR� ¿QG� SHRSOH� ZKR�
have served in the military.

Some, like English teacher Alan Brooks 
went through the ROTC program for all 
four years of high school.  Others, like as-
sistant principal Robert Deckard, waited 
until after high school to learn about the 
military career option.   

Deckard said he was persuaded by a 
gentleman he used to work for.

“He was telling me I could do military 
as a way to go into Secret Service or FBI 
or CIA,” he said.

Like Brooks, Colonel Oliverio went 
through the ROTC program in college in-

stead of high school.
“I didn’t go to a boot camp. I went 

through the ROTC program in college and 
ZKHQ�,�¿QLVKHG�,�MXVW�UDLVHG�P\�ULJKW�KDQG�
DQG�VDLG�WKH�RDWK�RI�RI¿FH�´�2OLYHULR�VDLG�

During their time in the military ev-
HU\RQH� WRRN� RQ� DQ� RI¿FLDO� � MRE� SRVLWLRQ��
Deckard was an infantryman, whereas 
Oliverio was primarily associated with 

the Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Pro-
gram. Brooks served as a logistics vehicle 
system operator.

This experience in the military would 
HYHQWXDOO\�LQÀXHQFH�WKHLU�IXWXUH�FDUHHUV�LQ�
education.

³,�JRW�D�PXFK�PRUH�¿UP�JUDVS�RQ�VHOI�
discipline, organizing myself, and making 
sure that I take care of tasks that absolute-

ly need to be done before I do fun stuff,” 
Deckard said.

)URP� WKH� EDWWOH¿HOG� WR� WKH� FODVVURRP�
these men have changed lives but they’re 
not the only ones. On Wednesday, the 
country celebrated Veteran’s Day and each 
of them shared their thoughts on what the 
holiday represents to them.

“I think America needs to remember, 
frequently, the contributions of all of our 
young men and women who are serving 
this nation no matter what uniform they 
are wearing,” Oliverio said.

This is the day we show our gratitude 
and honor those who have also changed 
many lives and have made the ultimate 
VDFUL¿FH�

“We pay respect to the people that gave 
WKH�XOWLPDWH�VDFUL¿FH�VR�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�HQ-
MR\�WKH�IUHHGRPV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�DW�WKLV�GD\�
and age,” Deckard said.

Akins graduates who choose to pursue 
a career in the military will follow in the 
footsteps of these veterans who now con-
sider themselves educators. Olivero said 
KH� DOZD\V� HQMR\V� WKH� FKDQFH� WR� SDVV� WKH�
torch of military service to the next gen-
eration. 

“I did my best to do my part during my 
career in the military and the young people 
soon I’m gonna say ‘OK over to you, you 
better take good care of this country.’Oli-
verio said. 

Military veterans apply experience in teaching students
Former service members hope to pass the torch to new generation of enlistees
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The Eagle’s Eye

Maheen Anjum 

ʆInteracting with students

Alan Brooks, a Marine veteran, now teaches English at Akins after working 

in logistics. He says military service has helped him be a better teacher.

Malala Yousafzai inspires the fight for women’s education

Maheen Anjum
Life & Style Editor

Shot point blank in the head at age 15, Malala Yousafzai did not let 
WKH�7DOLEDQ� VWRS�KHU� IURP�¿JKWLQJ� IRU�ZRPHQ¶V� HGXFDWLRQ� WKURXJKRXW�
the world.

Malala, who is 18 years old, is featured in a documentary movie 
called “He named me Malala” and a book about her story. From being 
LQ�D�FRPD�IRU�DW�OHDVW�D�ZHHN�WR�EHLQJ�EDFN�RQ�KHU�IHHW�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�RQFH�
again for right of education, she has only became stronger.

“My weakness, my fear and my hopelessness died that day, and I 
became stronger than before,” Malala said.

As a young girl with who shares Pakistani culture and Muslim 
religion, I can relate to the restraints that are put on girls due to the fear 
of the Taliban. 

When I used to visit the small village where my mother grew up, I saw 
women at home doing only housework. When asked about education, 
they said their fathers said it’s better for them to be wives rather than 
go to college. Once a women is educated she becomes disrespectful and 
stands up for equality with men, they believed. 

My grandma has a twin sister who we called little Nano. She was 
someone who didn’t so much care about her education and didn’t think 
it was quite important but my grandmother Mumtaz Rauf saw the 
importance and power of education and stayed up every night with a 
candle to study because there was little to no electricity in the village. 

$W� D� WLPH� ZKHQ� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� ZRUOG� FRQVLGHUHG� ZRPHQ� MXVW� DV�
children or slaves with no rights whatsoever, Islam acknowledged 
women’s equality with men in a great many respects.

I was fortunate to be able to go to a good school but I did read true 
VWRULHV�DQG�GLG�VHH�VFKRROV�ZKHUH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�VDW�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU��7HDFKHUV�
weren’t paid and a loaf of bread was shared throughout the classroom 
for lunch. I only wish we, in the United States, see how much education 

is wanted in poor countries around the world. I doubt kids would even 
think of dropping out when public school education is free. If the 
encouragement toward education was only as strongly shown to those 
villagers who knows how many more lives we would have saved facing 
illiteracy. 

People think money is the key to education, but rather I believe 
it’s determination: how badly do you want to be educated and not be 
illiterate? You have to work hard to show the right people of what 
potential you have. And that’s exactly what Malala did. 

Intelligence isn’t innately born into people. It’s developed through 
KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ��,�NQRZ�PDQ\�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�MXVW�JDYH�XS�RQ�
education and dropout. If only they saw how precious it is to be able to 
be educated in poor countries. It is a gift to those who can not afford to 
even buy a notebook. 

0DODOD�LV�MXVW�OLNH�DQ\�RUGLQDU\�JLUO�EXW�VKH�VWRRG�XS�WR�EH�WKH�YRLFH�
of those girls that are silenced and because of her actions she earned 
WKH�1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H�¿JKWLQJ�IRU� WKH�ULJKW�RI�JLUOV� WR�KDYH�DFFHVV� WR�
education. 

“I don’t want revenge from the Taliban, I want education for sons and 
daughters of the Taliban,” Malala said.

,�ZLVK� WR� VHH� VWXGHQWV�ZDQW� HGXFDWLRQ�KHUH� LQ� WKH�8�6�� MXVW� OLNH� LQ�
Pakistan. Let’s make a change with our pens and pencils because in the 
end they are our most powerful weapon. 

When the whole world is silent, 
even one voice becomes powerful.

— Malala Yousafzai
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