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Letter from the

Editors

With our main “sports” 
being PE and Cross 
Country, we are not 
the most athletically 

inclined individuals. That’s OK 
because we learn everything we 
need to know about teamwork 
from newspaper—our sport. 

Many people ask us, “Why do 
we do journalism? It takes up so 
much time.” But, how is that dif-
ferent from athletics? 

Games can run long and play-
ers get home late, but they adjust 
because of their love for the game.

 Deadline is our big game. All 
the drafts, workshops and re-
search lead up to the week we put 
it all together. For six days, we 

show up and work as a team to 
produce a quality paper. 

It can be stressful. Yes, we get 
home late every night, but it’s 
worth it because we are doing 
what we are passionate about—
crafting a well-produced student 
newspaper for this community.

Tons of practice goes into this 
group project that publishes seven 
times a year. From drafts to issue 
critiques, our writing improves 
as well as our journalistic-style of 
thinking. The skills we learn cul-
minate to allow staffers to active-
ly participate in pica arguments, 
font disputes or graphic decisions 
until we score big results.  

Furthermore, our newspaper 

staff is our team. We travel to-
gether—even as far as Columbia 
University—to compete in com-
petitions like CSPA and NSPA 
(basically, SPC on a national 
scale). We sport team Eagle Edi-
tion sweatshirts. Through sweat, 
tears and laughter, we learn how 
to best support each other, which 
knits us tighter. 

Think of our organization like 
this: “cheerleaders” show up to 
our big events. People pop into 
the J-lab on deadline to boost 
our spirits. Some are like trainers 
(thank you, Madhav) and order 
pizzas or cinnamon sticks to keep 
us going. Dr. Hull is our Athletic 
Director who is always there to 

Staff Stance

Journalism sports athletic-like experiences
run interference for us (even at 
midnight on a Tuesday), while 
Ms. Hall-Chiles is our loving 
coach who guides us and has our 
back forever. 

But, we love our fans the most.
All our weeks preparing for 

press is solidified when we walk 
through halls of eager readers 
debating, laughing and chatting 
about the paper on issue days. 

Seeing the community engaged 
by something we sacrifice days of 
our lives for is a win in our books. 

“ESD has done 
little but 
recognize that 
there are many 
differing 
ideologies 
among its 
students and 
faculty. There’s 
little desire 
from students to 
discuss political 
views for fear 
of being shot 
down or flat-out 
rejected.”

Josh Sessa
[‘16]

“I feel like a lot of 
my peers are more 
conservative than 
I am, and when I 
try to express my 
opinions, they 
sometimes get 
suppressed. I have 
a Hillary Clinton 
bumper sticker, 
and a lot of people 
give me grief for it. 
I think the school 
could be more 
politically open.”

Georgia McGill
[‘17]

“To me, the school 
could do a better 
job of giving 
opportunities to 
other political 
viewpoints, but 
that could be 
difficult to do in a 
wealthy Christian 
school. We could 
provide clubs for 
other viewpoints, 
or teach how to 
respect other 
viewpoints.”

Pearson Riley
[‘18]

“
Sriya Dodda

[‘19]
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This campus flaunts a vocal 
conservative student base. 
If this wasn’t already clear 
enough, election season 

has brought out the Republican in 
a commanding majority of Upper 
School students. 

But, according to Eagle Edi-
tion's most recent poll, the pres-
idential front-runner among stu-
dents is Bernie Sanders and 22 
percent identify as “definitely a 
liberal”—more than the 18 per-
cent who claim conservative. 

Polarized reactions to Pete 
Sessions’ address to upperclass-
men two years ago were proof 
enough that not all embrace Tea 
Party radicals. New data reveals 
the student body is, in fact, more 

left-leaning. 
So, where exactly are those es-

pousing that point of view? 
It’s time we, as a community, 

put aside insecurities about hold-
ing different opinions than our 
peers. Especially with presiden-
tial nominations and platforms at 
stake, it’s crucial students engage 
in open political dialogue.

Enter the idea of the Invisible 
Liberal. No, it’s not the ghost of Al 
Gore come back to haunt emerg-
ing right wingers, but rather a 
term to describe more progres-
sive-minded individuals who feel 
obligated to hunker beneath the 
Republican umbrella to fit in. 

This might be foreign to prep 
school students in solidly blue 

New York (think the “invisible 
conservative”) but to more pro-
gressive, socially inclined think-
ers here, it rings all too true.

In high school, popularity 
and conformity often go hand 
and hand—political uniformity 
is no exception. If a new student 
is surrounded by friends rabid 
about rounding up illegals and 
dumping them over an electrified 
wall back into Mexico, acceptance 
might trump humanitarianism 
and force students underground. 
Stretch this effect over a variety 
of hot-button issues, and liberal 
Democrats morph, in public, into 
moderate Republican.

If Invisible Liberal Syndrome 
stemmed from just peer pressure, 

then this piece could ride off into 
the sunset with a simple “be your-
self ” message. But when parents’ 
political views enter the equation, 
the issue becomes a bit more com-
plicated than self-esteem issues.

How many times since the Rea-
gan era has Texas voted blue in 
November? Here’s a hint: it’s the 
same number of inches of snow 
Dallas received Christmas Day 
2015. 

This means the majority of Tex-
as parents have been voting Re-
publican since they turned 18, and 
ESD’s demographics match this 
trend as closely as any other pri-
vate high school in North Dallas. 

It makes sense a majority of 
Upper Schoolers grow up ingest-
ing ideologies through a GOP 
feed tube—and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. But, as kids start 
making the leap to high school, 
they become afflicted with a con-
tagious, incurable disease known 
as “independent thought.” And, 
while this may lead to a deeper, re-
affirmed understanding of beliefs, 
it can compel others to question 
inherited ideas. 

It’s one thing to disagree with a 
close friend over the morals of gay 
marriage or abortion, but having 
the same dust up with the pair 
who taught the “right” view can be 
complicated. Consequently, a lib-
eral-leaning teenager in a staunch-
ly conservative house may take the 
path of least resistance and profess 

Republican learnings—or cop out 
or just opt out.

Either way is just a means of 
avoiding the discomfort of throw-
ing the only “yes, but...” into po-
litical discussions. That’s the 
problem with Republican versus 
Democrat/Conservative versus 
Liberal,  they’re blanket labels 
that select by self-stereotyping. 
As much as teenagers want to 
group together for identity’s sake, 
it’s probably not a good time to 
do so on political terms. This only 
serves to discourage dialogue.

High school is perfect for all 
ideas to be open for debate and 
introspection, not dismissed be-
cause they’re unpopular or un-
known. Though granting amnesty 
to illegal residents and defunding 
Planned Parenthood won’t ap-
pear on the same platform this 
year, that shouldn’t stop a teen 
from supporting both causes. 

“Invisible Liberals” aren’t just 
depriving themselves of a voice, 
but of exploration into what they 
believe and why—not to men-
tion the opportunity to provoke 
thoughts in others who may have 
never considered another point 
of view. 

So if a company refusing to 
serve an individual based on sex-
ual preference is immoral, voice 
that. If someone believes gay 
marriage is a sin, explain why. 

And if someone disagrees with 
our stance, write a letter. 

Most of the time 
they aren’t; 
people tend to 
sway opinions 
due to exposure 
of one-sided 
political views. I 
know Youth and 
Government is 
trying to 
incorporate 
primary 
elections into 
ESD by having a 
mock election.”

Campus culture discourages open political 
dialogue, masks actual liberal majority 
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