
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas Creep

Automatic Injustice
Anna Ta | Print Editor-in-Chief

Numbers define a student’s performance 
in high school. SAT scores, grades, GPA 
and rank define the four years in a student’s 
life after high school. While a handful of 
numbers in no way produces a full picture 
of a student’s academic career, Texas 
House Bill 588 uses only one number 
to determine automatic acceptance into 
public universities in Texas, leaving less 
room for students that fall short in that 
one category.

However, applicants are not numbers.
They are students, and admission into 
college is important enough to factor in 
more than just one number.

According to the Austin American-
Statesman, an Austin-based newspaper, 
in 2008, top 10 percent admits at the 
University of Texas at Austin made up 
81 percent of the freshmen class. This 
is an absurdly high number of incoming 
freshmen that may or may not have 
deserved their space. Although ranking in 
the top 10 percent guarantees admission, it 
cannot guarantee higher-level thinking or 
the work ethic needed to succeed in college. 
It cannot speak to a student’s life outside 
of school and their personal struggles the 
way essays do, nor can it reveal character 
the way extracurricular activities and 
leadership positions can. 

Rank shows a student’s GPA in 
comparison to their peers, an already 
shaky foundation for judgment of an 
application. Graduating class sizes vary 
wildly throughout the state. According to 

this year’s rank sheets, roughly 80 students 
will be considered top 10 percent for this 
year’s graduating class, whereas a highly 
competitive magnet school with a class of 
100 students only has space for 10 students 
in their top decile. Additionally, taking 
easier classes can boost one student’s GPA 
over students who challenged themselves 
and suffered in GPA because of it. Whereas 
the latter took initiative and hard work over 
the easy way out, he or she might still have 
to fight an uphill battle to snag a coveted 

acceptance letter, while the former slips in 
unimpeded.

While some students, probably about 10 
percent of them, might argue that a spot 
in the top decile means that a student has 
already earned their spot, there are too 
many pieces of the puzzle for percentage or 
rank to be the only deciding factors.

Automatic acceptance is an injustice to 
students, regardless of whether or not they 
rank in the top 10 percent. Students are not 
numbers, and need to be treated as such.

  Noah Sanchez | Online Editor-in-Chief
“What do you want to be when you grow 

up?” 
A simple question asked in kindergarten 

with an infinite amount of answers; perhaps 
a doctor, firefighter, musician or maybe 
even an underwater basket weaver. While 
there are those that seem to have known the 
answer from the start, even in high school 
some remain unsure of what career to 
pursue. With college application deadlines 
approaching, instead of rushing off to 
school unsure, the best option is taking a 
gap year, a year to work or travel and truly 
find out what they want to spend the rest of 
their life doing.

Some students spend their entire high 
school career making sure they have the 
test scores and grades to get into the college 
of their choice. But those same students 
sometimes cannot even get past the first 
question—“What is your first choice 
major?” Picking a major is an extremely 
important decision. It determines what 
a student studies for the time period they 
are in college and it is not a decision to 
be taken lightly. Taking a year to find out 
what interests the future student is a valid 
an option to consider. Instead of spending 
thousands of dollars on classes that may not 

be applied or on a major that they might not 
enjoy, the student can spend time trying to 
find what he or she really enjoys in life and 
what they want to do as a career.

According to americangap.org, a group of 
Australian students took gap years because 
they had low academic performance and 
motivation in high school. After returning 
to school, the group of students reported 
significantly higher motivation in college—
in the form of “adaptive behavior” such as 
planning, task management and persistence. 
These students went on to report higher 
grade point averages than most of the other 
students in their previous graduating class. 
The site also reported that approximately 90 
percent of students returned to school after 
taking a gap year, and there is no reason 
that any student should not return if they 
honestly dedicate themselves to furthering 
their education.

Before making such a serious decision, 
considering all of the pros and cons is 
a must. While taking a gap year can 
help students grow into more mature, 
experienced people, some argue that it 
can also increase the risk of forgetting 
information learned throughout grade 
school, and perhaps even risks the student 
not returning to school. However, when 

taken seriously, the benefits outweigh the 
risks, and ultimately the student taking the 
year is responsible for making the year 
worth their while by traveling, working 
or getting experienced in other areas. 
Make something out of the year, because 
otherwise it is a waste of time.

So go, travel the world, get a job, find an 
internship. There are so many possibilities 

and opportunities for students to go and find 
out what they really want to do with their 
lives, but before ripping up the applications, 
grabbing a backpack and hitting the road, 
put some serious thought into the future. 
Understand the risks involved with taking 
a gap year, and then make the most of the 
time off to make the important decisions 
that will determine the future.
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Larissa Torres | Features Editor
It happens slowly. An elf here, a reindeer 

there; no big deal.
But everything changes when October 

arrives. Suddenly aisles ooze red and 
green, pine needles litter the floor and 
Santa Claus figurines line every corner 
watching to see who is naughty and who 
is nice. Bats and witches are shoved to the 
back to make room for what the Macmillan 
Dictionary defines as “Christmas Creep,” 
the displaying of Christmas merchandise 
early in order to increase sales. 

Christmas needs to stay in December. 
As a Halloween lover, seeing Jack-
o-Lanterns alongside Santa Claus is 
inexcusable. October marks the time for 
scary movies, trick-or-treating and tons of 
candy, not elves and reindeer. If they were 
zombie reindeer and elves, even though it 
would be incredibly unsettling, it would 
still be better than having Rudolph next 
to grim reapers. There is absolutely 
no reason Christmas has to invade the 
Halloween and Thanksgiving seasons. 
Let those who enjoy Halloween have their 

orange-drenched time, and those who 
love Thanksgiving have their turkey time. 
Christmas can wait. 

Halloween and Thanksgiving get shoved 
to the side to make room for Christmas 
trees, Santa Claus figurines and Elves on 
the Shelf. There is something unsettling 
about seeing a Freddy Krueger costume, 
donning his trademark green and red 
sweater, next to Santa, and there are more 
than enough Halloween-related items to fill 
up the shelves.

By the time December finally rolls 
around, radios are tuned from station to 
station in a pointless effort to escape the 
repetitive Christmas carols, jolly Old Saint 
Nick has been in stores for three months 
and the scent of peppermint has become 
one of the greatest evils of the holiday 
season. Everything is better in moderation, 
and that includes Christmas. 

Those in favor of the over-
commercialization of Christmas argue 
that setting out Christmas merchandise 
clears up the “dead space” between the end 
of summer and beginning of December. 

Automatic acceptance unfair standard for admittance

photo by Kaitlyn Hutchins
Texas House Bill 588 was passed in 1997, making the top 10 percent of graduating classes automatically 
admitted into public universities in Texas.

Percentages needed to qualify for Automatic Admission
Texas A&M University

10%
Stephen F. Austin State 
University

10%

University of Texas at Austin

8%*
*UT - Austin is the 
only exception to the 
10 percent rule.

Texas State University

10%

Texas Tech University

10%
Sam Houston State 
University

25%
photo by Brianna Nicole

‘Christmas Creep’ was a term first used in the mid-1980s and is used to describe the marketing phenomenon 
of putting Christmas merchandise out earlier and earlier in order to increase sales.

Solution for Lost, Confused Seniors
Gap year benefi cial for students struggling to fi gure out future

photo by Fidencio Dapretta
Gap years are usually used for traveling, work, or “finding” one’s self.

However, there would not be a dead space 
if Halloween and Thanksgiving were given 
a decent amount of time in stores.

Leave Christmas where it belongs —
December. Four weeks is plenty of time to 
get into the Christmas spirit and leaves just 
enough time to enjoy the festivities before 

they get tiresome.
There is no reason to display Christmas 

merchandise in October. Christmas is great, 
there is no doubt about that; however, all 
holidays should have time to be enjoyed. 
No holiday should have to be endured for 
three months.

Stores display Christmas merchandise in October, intrude on fall holidays



Staff Editorial
It happens every day, without students 

even considering the consequences. How 
many times have students committed 
this treacherous crime without a second 
thought? No matter how many times it 
occurred, it was always OK, because it 
never happened to those who commit the 
crime.

But then one day, it did. Someone cut 
those students in the lunch line.

This situation happens on a daily basis, 
in any lunch and in any line, and usually 
with no regard as to how the 50 people in 
line might feel about this ‘innocent’ act.

Twenty-five minutes, the amount of time 
that students have to wait in line, order food 
and eat. Is this enough? Absolutely, but 
with people constantly jumping in line to 
get their food, the time is condensed which 
results in people scarfing down the meal. 
There are approximately 1100 students 
in each lunch, so imagine 1100 hungry, 
stressed out teenagers waiting to eat the 
food that they patiently waited for. Imagine 
a teenager’s name is Leslie. She overslept 
this morning and never had the time eat 
breakfast. Leslie is starving. She rushes to 
the lunch line so she can get her food. She 
patiently waits in line, but David seems to 
feel that cutting in front of her would be 
an okay thing to do. Get it together, David.

According to the Huffington Post, a 
school in North Carolina suspended a 

student for three days because he cut 
several people in the lunch line. While 
the district chooses not go to this extent, 
the concept of having a punishment for 
this act should be considered. Calling out 
someone who skipped others in line with 
confidence can be hard for many people, 
and this causes most students to suffer their 
silent fate. According to an experiment 
conducted in Minnesota, only 54 percent 
of people actually say something about 

the wrongdoing. Even though this may be 
more than half, it still means that 46 percent 
of people stay quiet. If this continues, 
the problem will only continue to grow 
rampant.

All students have to eat, and all students 
will get their food at some point during 
lunch. But the constant cutting in line has 
resulted in angry and frustrated students. 
The solution? A simple idea taught way 
back in elementary school, wait your turn.
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CULTURE NOT COSTUMES
Anna Ta | Print Editor-in-Chief

Orange and black lanterns line the streets, 
horror movies play nightly and stores pack 
shelves with teeth-rotting candy. That 
eerie time of year creeps closer and closer. 
However, as the Halloween festivities 
begin, some things in the name of good 
fun appear drastically different to others. 
Parties and costumes that mimic or ridicule 
a culture insult both the culture itself and 
the people who belong to it, yet some still 
refuse to acknowledge this.

While some people might argue that such 
problems are in the past, according to USA 
Today, it was less than a year ago that a 
fraternity at The University of Texas caused 
nationwide controversy over a ‘border 
patrol’ themed party. Attendees wore 
ponchos and sombreros or fake military 
uniforms. A little before that, in December, 
they reported on a fraternity holiday party 
at Clemson, this time mocking African-
Americans. Only two years ago, Fox News 
reported on a high school case, in which 
white students publicly dressed in costumes 
mimicking those of white supremacists. 

Dressing as racial or cultural stereotypes 
for Halloween is not only in bad taste, it 
shows the wearer’s lack of empathy and 
compassion for people of other ethnicities.

Less obvious insensitivities are 
even more prevalent when it comes to 
Halloween costumes. A particularly subtle 
offense is cultural appropriation, which is 
the adoption of elements from a different 
culture without recognition of the culture 
significance. For example costumes 
with headdresses disregard that Native 
Americans only bestow them upon men 
who have earned a great amount of respect 
in their tribe; the war bonnet symbolizes 
great spiritual importance. Similarly, 
dressing as geishas or matadors is 
offensive to Japanese and Spanish cultures, 
respectively. Even if a culture’s traditional 
attire may seem appealing, it does not mean 
it is acceptable to use it as a costume.

Simply put, dressing up for Halloween is 
a fun tradition. However, the insensitivity 
that can result from culturally-driven 
parties and costumes is something to 
consider and avoid.

photo by Michelle Abrams
Costume stores sell outfits from not only including 
as pictured above but European cultures like that of 
the costume above.

photo by Rebecca Chuckran
Students stand in the lunch line while waiting on their turn in line. 
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CUT OUT LINE CUTTING

Ethnic clothing not meant to be worn as haloween costume
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