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STAFF STANDOFF  |  Should physician assisted suicide be legal?

WE LOVE IT, 
WE LOVE IT NOT

Day of Service!

Upper School pwwlay! 
We love seeing how 

hard our friends worked 
on Hay Fever!

Thanksgiving 
break is 

16 days away.

Chilly weather 
but oversized 

sweaters and cute boots
for fall!

Everyone listening to 
juniors stress out about 

the JRP.

Since the times of Hippocrates in Ancient Greece, medicine 
has always been used to heal, not to kill. Doctors pledge the 
Hippocratic Oath in medical school, promising to do their best 
to uphold the health and safety of their patients. In one version 
of the Hippocratic Oath, doctors promise to “exercise [their] art 
solely for the cure of [their] patients, and will give no drug, per-
form no operation for a criminal purpose.”

Prescribing drugs that kill contradicts medicine. Every day 
people are diagnosed with various illnesses, whether terminal or 
not, there is still hope for successful treatment or even a cure.

Doctors and researchers across the world work tirelessly in 
labs, searching for a cure to terminal diseases ranging from cancer 
to HIV/AIDS. If terminally ill patients decide to die and not give 
treatment a chance, they will never know whether or not they 
could have survived and beaten their disease.

That said, if physician-assisted suicide is legalized across the 
United States, then its use would extend beyond just ending the 
suffering of the terminally ill and it might be improperly used.

If the lawmakers legalize physician-assisted suicide, then 
how does the government ensure that the prescriptions are being 
given for the right reasons?

Five states–Washington, Oregon, Vermont, Montana and 
most recently California–have ruled in favor of physician-assisted 
suicide. Whether or not a patient receives the drug is determined 
through requests sent to the state outlining the reasons a patient 
wishes for their doctor to prescribe the drug.

When the legislation goes into effect in California next year, 
a patient will need to submit two oral requests at least 15 days 
apart and one written request to the state, in addition to an exam 
by a psychiatrist.

Even though a psychiatrist evaluates every patient requesting 
physician assisted suicide, not every person is in the right state of 
mind to make decisions regarding life or death, especially those 
suffering from mental illness. According to the National Health 
Institute, at least 25 percent and at most 75 percent of those 
with a terminal illness suffer from depression.

With something as precious as life, can these requests determine 
whether or not someone is truly ready to give up?

You only get one life. There is always hope and the opportunity 
for a miracle, so why not try?

				                         KATIE O’MEARA 	
	 STAFF WRITER

Although Maynard never experienced another day holding 
her husband or hiking through the scenic Oregon mountains she 
grew to love, she evaded the unbearable pain and humiliation 
her illness subjected her to.

When physicians take the Hippocratic Oath, they promise to 
do no harm. While this is often interpreted as a doctor’s obligation 
to preserve life against all odds, certain circumstances warrant a 
different definition of harm. 

For some, harm is being subjugated to an incapacitating 
disease that strips them of control over their own lives. To keep 
such patients alive against their will is as cruel as taking life from 
someone who wants to live.

Every person should have control over whether they want to 
live or die as they choose because it is their life.

62-year-old terminally ill Raymond Carnay’s last few months 
were captured in the 2011 documentary “How To Die In Oregon,” 
culminating in his choice to die with dignity. 

After diagnosing him with Laryngeal cancer, Carnay’s doctors 
told him that his only shot at survival was to have his larynx 
removed. Carnay, a singer, refused the surgery. Although he had 
not exhausted all of his treatment options, Carnay still applied 
for the lethal medication because to him, this surgery would 
strip away every last ounce of his dignity.

“They wanted to take out the thing that has been my life,” Car-
nay said in the documentary. “My whole life has been my voice.”

Since Oregon passed its Death With Dignity Act in 1997, 673 
people have taken newly administered lethal drugs to end their 
lives. According to the National Institutes of Health, there have 
been very few cases in which fatal drugs were abused. Laws are 
in place to restrict access. These governance measures create a 
safe framework for the patient to exercise their right to choose.

For those who argue that physician-assisted suicide takes 
away life, I would contend that life constitutes more than the act 
of breathing and existing on the fringes of consciousness that 
characterizes terminal patients. 

Life should be enjoyed in all its variety and breadth of ex-
periences. Our country grants us the right to pursue happiness; 
and sometimes the choice to die is a happier fulfillment of that 
pursuit than the compulsion to live.

				    NEHA DRONAMRAJU
				    STAFF WRITER

sume that college tuition is a huge 
expense for everyone, regardless 
of socioeconomic status. A sub-
stantial majority of us apply to 
elite colleges, which include Ivy 
League institutions and private 
universities with low acceptance 
rates. However, most of these 
schools only provide need-based 
scholarships, rather than those 
awarded for merit. As a result, 
some families find themselves in 
a complicated situation: they’re 
too rich for financial aid but not 
rich enough to pay for college. 

All of this raises a criti-
cal question: what’s the point? 
We spend four years of our lives 
molding the perfect application 
in hopes of being accepted to our 
first-choice college only to decline 
the acceptance due to absurdly 
inflated tuition costs and only a 
few thousand dollars in aid. Even 
though there are multiple ex-
ternal scholarship opportunities 
available, it’s not uncommon for 
a student to graduate with student 
debts: according to a 2014 analy-
sis from credit bureau Experian, 
40 million Americans have at least 
one outstanding student loan. 

Unfortunately, the current 
system of higher education is 
connected to a number of other 
economic aspects, which makes it 

It’s April 1–known to most 
Americans as April Fool’s Day, but 
better known to high school seniors 
as the day their fate is decided; the 
day that everything they’ve worked 
for comes to a single conclusion; the 
day their entire future flashes before 
their eyes!

You refresh your inbox 12 times, 
and once more just for good luck, 
and then you see it: an email from 
your dream college. That knot you 
had in your stomach seconds before 
transforms into pure happiness as 
you read the words, “Congratula-
tions, you’ve been accepted!”

Of course you’ll go, right? It’s 
your dream school, and you’re in. 
There’s nothing else to it. Com-
pose a Facebook post. Start buy-

ing college gear. Let senioritis 
officially commence.

But for some seniors, it’s not 
that easy.

For many families across the na-
tion, the question is no longer, “Is my 
child accepted?” but rather, “What’s 
my child’s financial aid package?”

Most of these packages are 
based on the Free Application For 
Federal Student Aid–better known 
as FAFSA, which is then used to 
determine your family’s Expected 
Family Contribution through a com-
plex equation that regards various 
factors. In simple terms, this value 
is the amount that the government 
believes your family can contribute 
toward college tuition. 

But this formula has one prob-
lem. It doesn’t consider aspects such 
as paying for your younger sibling’s 
tuition, family expenses, saving for 
retirement, etc. For example, if tu-
ition is $54,470, and your family’s 
EFC is $48,470, you won’t qualify 
for a single cent more than $6,000 
in financial aid, which is the differ-
ence between tuition and EFC. The 
government pretty much assumes 
that your family can afford college 
without much difficulty even if that’s 
not the case. 

Although there aren’t statis-
tics available to show this situa-
tion at Hockaday, it’s safe to as-

difficult to find a single-faceted solu-
tion to lowering college tuition. Suc-
cessfully accomplishing this would 
require revamping college as it 
is–perhaps by requiring students 
to spend less time in the classroom 
and more time practicing their pro-
fession with employers through in-
ternship opportunities. 

Additionally, schools should 
consider offering more online cours-
es, which would reduce the amount 
of funding necessary for classroom 
courses and therefore decrease the 
amount of tuition students would 
need to pay. 

Certainly, transitioning into 
such a system will take years, but 
in the meantime, it’s important to 
remember one thing: while your 
dream school may not be a feasible 
option for your family, that doesn’t 
mean you won’t be successful. What 
you do at the college you attend 
matters much more than its name. 

Money (Should Not Be) on My Mind 
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Senior Inaara Padani
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On a crisp November morning in 2014, 29-year-old Brittany Maynard laid in her bed in Portland, Ore., 
clutching the secobarbital pill she had received in May. She swallows it. In 30 minutes, she will be dead.
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While the psychological argument that 
where we come from heavily influences who 
we are might be true, the journey of finding 
yourself holds just as much merit. “Brooklyn” 
proves exactly that. 

This emotion-evoking film, set in the 
early ‘50s in the titular borough and in 

a small Irish town that’s always ripe with 
gossip, tells a classic immigrant romance tale. 

But unlike the typical American Dream 
melodrama, “Brooklyn,” adapted from the 
novel by Colm Tóibín, avoids nearly all cliches.

Aside from the seasickness and home-
sickness that Eilis must endure due to her 
journey from Ireland to Brooklyn, she learns 
quickly. Through the assistance of a kind 
Irish priest (Jim Broadbent), Eilis is promised 
a sales position at a fashionable department 
store and a room in a boarding house upon 
her arrival. Timid and slightly vulnerable at 
first, Eilis is taught the American way of life 
by her stern yet motherly landlady (Julie Wal-
ters) and the other boarding house residents. 
However, the most captivating individual that 
this naive Irish lass meets is an Italian-Amer-
ican gentleman, and future boyfriend, Tony 
Fiorello (Emory Cohen). 

Although Tony’s family somewhat re-
sembles an ethnic stereotype (they love 
baseball and eat spaghetti when Eilis comes 
over for dinner), it’s almost impossible not to 
root for the two lovers. Writer Nick Hornby 
designs a happy-go-lucky relationship, com-
plete with the perfect amount of passion and 
awkward tension. While Eilis does rely on 
Tony to fulfill the loneliness that she feels af-
ter leaving Ireland behind, Eilis seems to be 
in control of the relationship. By the end of 
the film, she becomes a self-respecting, fear-
less female character, which makes it diffi-
cult not to like her despite some questionable 
decisions she makes.  

The turning point of the film nearly 
writes itself — Eilis has straight-A’s in her 
night classes, a good job, a pleasant place to 
stay and a caring boyfriend. Something was 
bound to go wrong. And it certainly does, 
compelling Eilis to return home. 

Upon her arrival in Ireland, she is greet-
ed with a dream job and a new suitor. Maybe 
it’s just me, but I prefer the romantic, Italian 
plumber over a skinny red-head named Jim 
Farrell (Domhnall Gleeson). Regardless, her 
romantic plight is one that you can’t help but 
have an opinion about. 

Perhaps what contributes to the pic-
ture’s authenticity is director John Crowley’s 
clever instruction. The film seems rather ap-
athetic in depicting its two settings; rather, 
the camera remains focused on Eilis and her 
experiences. At one point, Eilis and Tony take 
an excursion to a popular tourist location. 
While it’s clear that the two are on a date at 
Coney Island, the camera essentially ignores 
the surrounding environment, therefore al-
lowing Ronan to use every breath, word, fa-
cial expression and movement to passionately 
yet subtly convey a sea of emotion that ab-
sorbs the audience one wave at a time without 
losing a single drop of heartache, excitement, 
worry or joy. 

It’s clear that Saoirse Ronan has remark-
ably transformed from a child actor in Wes An-
derson’s “The Grand Budapest Hotel” to a bril-
liant and compelling performer. Love might 
be the superficial conflict throughout much of 
the film, but Ronan effectively expresses the 
true, raw friction that emerges from the con-
trasting aspects of Eilis’s life — her identity in 
Brooklyn versus her identity in Ireland. It’s the 
struggle of letting go and personal discovery 
that the audience can directly relate to. By the 
end of “Brooklyn,” Eilis has developed a true 
sense of self, and it’s a conclusion that feels 
just like home. 

INAARA PADANI
MANAGING EDITOR

Brooklyn

Did you know that Tyler Oak-
ley was a telemarketer before his 
YouTube fame? I didn’t either. 
Nor did I really care to know, but 
if it interests you, check out Grace 
Helbig’s podcast “Not Too Deep,” 
where Oakley guest stars. Helbig, 
a YouTube star herself, has around 
2.7 million subscribers. Although 
she’s already rich and famous, she 
created this podcast in 2014 to 
keep her fanbase busy. This pod-
cast lacks depth; not that podcasts 
need to be deep, but I’ve listened 
to four-and-a-half episodes and 
gained nothing. In fact, I may have 
even lost some brain cells. That 
might be harsh, but even Helbig 
describes her podcast as “ridic-
ulous, silly and unapologetically 
superficial.” That’s when you know 
it’s a blow-off side project. If you’re 
ever extremely bored and would 
like to know what Grace Helbig 
and her guest star for that epi-
sode did that day in detail, listen 
to “Not Too Deep” on SoundCloud 
or subscribe in the Apple Podcast 
App. Don’t forget to thumbs up (or 
should I say down?) and leave a 
comment in the description below.

Nothing is classier than Ezra Koe-
nig’s (Vampire Weekend) radio 
show, “Time Crisis.” The Colum-
bia University alum and Grammy 
Award winner hosts his show ev-
ery two weeks on “Beats 1 Radio,” a 
global radio station on Apple Mu-
sic. Casual conversations between 
Koenig and his guests and famous 
friends are entertaining, usually 
without any structured set up, just 
Koenig improvising, which makes 
it extremely genuine. Most conver-
sations revolve around music: an 
enjoyable segment is Koenig wand 
his guests analyzing (and bashing) 
popular songs. His guests include 
Mark Ronson (episode one), Flor-
ence + the Machine (episode two) 
and Jonah Hill and ILoveMakon-
nen (episode eight). Each episode 
is around two hours long because 
almost half of it is Koenig playing 
music of his choice, so if you have 
two hours free to do as you please, 
Koenig and his friends can keep 
you company. Find past episodes 
on SoundCloud or listen live on 
Apple Music every other Sunday at 
2 p.m. central standard time.

Hosted by former Baltimore Sun 
reporter Sarah Koenig, “Seri-
al” covers a true story revolving 
around the 1999 murder of Hae 
Min Lee, a popular high school se-
nior who was manually strangled 
in Baltimore. Adnan Syed, Lee’s 
ex-boyfriend, was indicted and 
incarcerated, where he remains 
today, believing he is innocent and 
was wrongly convicted. It seems 
like a very typical “high school love 
story gone wrong” scenario; the 
thing is (and what Koenig has spent 
the past year of her life investigat-
ing), there was no tangible proof 
to indict Syed. So who killed Lee? 
With “Serial,” listeners go behind 
the scenes with this investigation 
– Koenig inserts recordings of in-
terviews and phone conversations 
she obtained with people who are 
directly involved with this case. 
Even though there’s no solution by 
the end of season one, listeners can 
make their own decision based on 
the evidence Koenig uncovers and 
shares. All of season one and the 
most recent episodes of season two 
are online at serialpodcast.org. 

If detailed knowledge of strange 
and random facts equates to mon-
ey, I would be laying on a beach 
in the Bahamas, sipping on some 
tea while looking through my In-
stagram feed on my iPhone 9 (it’s 
not available to the general public 
yet). And I would have “Stuff You 
Should Know” to thank. This in-
formational podcast, published by 
HowStuffWorks.com, is hosted by 
the semi-awkward yet humorous 
Josh Clark and Chuck Bryant, both 
writers at HowStuffWorks. Start-
ing with a detailed history and 
background on the specified topic, 
the hosts smoothly guide listeners 
through rarely thought about ques-
tions and topics. With episodes ti-
tled “Nirvana: Not the Band,” “How 
Tupperware Works” or “Juggling: 
What the Heck,” the audience 
knows exactly what they’re getting 
into. Because each episode is 40 
to 80 minutes, they’re great for a 
detailed answer on the topic, but 
it’s nothing a quick two and a half 
minute Google search can’t tell 
you. New episodes come out every 
two days at stuffyoushouldknow.
com/podcasts.

Now Watch Me (Whisk)
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Here’s a pro tip: Do not make 
any assumptions.

Let me be clear – I am the 
ultimate crepe connoisseur. I have 
traveled the world far and wide in 
search of the BEST crepe – to San 
Francisco, Austin, New York City 
and even Paris. To be honest with 
you, I never would have thought 
that the best crepe resided in the 
very city where I live.

So when I stumbled into 
Whisk, a rather quaint, French café 
located in a shopping center on 
Sylvan Ave. in Dallas, I assumed, 
based on the few occupants sitting 
at the tables, that I was out of luck. 

CULTURE POPS  |  The Fourcast’s Favorite Restaurants, Movies, Music, TV Shows and More
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Yes, that’s right, there are more podcasts than just NPR, and no, podcasts aren’t just for old peo-
ple. Podcasts tend to be pretty unpopular amongst teens, and I can’t see why. Almost all of them 
are free (unless hosted by some random hotshot), they’re really accessible (no sketchy websites) 
and Business Insider says some of them will make you smarter. I promise, if you find the right one, 
you will be hooked for life. Staff Writer Cheryl Hao reviewed a range of podcasts, and hopefully at 
least one will intrigue you. Join us in the wonderful world of podcasts. We’re waiting.

My search for the best crepe would 
have to continue.

But as a show of respect, my 
friend and I stayed and ordered 
from a plethora of unique crepes. 
We settled on the cinnamon apple 
crepe ($9), lusciously filled with 
cream cheese, pecans and caramel, 
as well as the strawberry Nutella 
crepe ($10), served with whipped 
cream, ice cream (your choice of 
vanilla or chocolate) and topped off 
with chocolate sauce. If you’re into 
coffee, I recommend the cappucci-
no for $3 – it comes in a small glass 
and compliments both crepes well.

The service was fast – proba-
bly because of the mere four other 
customers there – and the employ-
ees were extremely nice and dedi-
cated to their work. A glass window 

separates the kitchen from the din-
ing area, so patrons can visibly see 
the chef work his magic.

After a small amount of time 
had passed, the food arrived. Cue the 
music because I was about to take 
another trip down memory lane to 
‘Cool But Common Crepe City.’

But as I chowed down on 
these delicious delicacies, only two 
words came to mind: holy crepe. 
After years of searching, I had fi-
nally found the ultimate French 
pastry. I was more than pleased.

To top it all off, Whisk uses 
organically grown ingredients from 
Texas food producers and dis-
tributors in their state-of-the-art 
crepes. Not only does this make 
their crepes exquisite, but organic 
as well.

So, all assumptions aside, I’ll 
leave you all with this: don’t judge 
a whisk by its cover.

To find out more about Whisk, 
visit their website www.whiskdal-
las.com, like them on Facebook 
at facebook.com/whiskcrepesca-
fe or follow them on Instagram at 
whiskcrepes.

$$
1888 Sylvan Avenue
Tuesday – Friday  7 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Saturday - Sunday  9 a.m. – 10 p.m.

ERIN THOMAS 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Brooklyn
John Crowley
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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Fourcast is written 

primarily for students of the 
Hockaday Upper School, its 
faculty and staff. The Fourcast 
has a press run of 1,200 and is 
printed by Dallas Offset, Inc. It 
is distributed free of charge to 
the Hockaday community. 

Businesses who wish to ad-
vertise in The Fourcast should 
contact Sunila Steephen, Busi-
ness Manager, at ssteephen@ 
hockaday.org. We reserve the 
right to refuse any advertising 
which is deemed inappropriate 
to the Hockaday community. 

Opinions will be clearly 
marked and/or will appear in 
the perspectives section. Com-
mentaries are the expressed 
opinion of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect that of 
The Fourcast staff, its adviser 
or any member of the Hock-
aday community. Unsigned 
editorials that appear on the 
opinions page will reflect 
the official position of The 
Fourcast, but not necessarily 
the position of the Hockaday 
community. 

The Fourcast staff may 
cover student, staff, faculty or 
alumnae deaths as the staff is 
made aware. We reserve the 
right not to cover a death based 
on relevance, timeliness and 
circumstance. 

Corrections and clarifica-
tions from previous issues will 
be found as designated in the 
news section.  

Any questions or concerns 
about should be addressed to 
Erin Thomas, Editor-in-Chief, 
at ethomas@hockaday.org.
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STAFF STANDOFF  |  Waffles or Pancakes?

Texas. Home of Dr. Pepper, 
America’s Team and the one of the 
lowest voting turnouts in the country.

Voting participation in Texas 
has been on a precipitous decline 
for the past few years, and we’ve 
moved down from 47th  to 49th in 
the country, only ahead of Indiana. 
Yes, this means that even North 
and South Dakota beat us.

Guys, this is really embarrass-
ing. We have Blue Bell, the coolest 
music festivals and killer queso, 
and we’re about to throw away our 
sterling reputation for low voter 
turnout? Come on. We can totally 
do better than that.

On the eve of a new year 
accompanied with a deluge of 
tweets, texts and news coverage 
about primaries, it turns out that 
our votes are incredibly important 
during these elections – it’s been 
eight years since an election with-
out an incumbent, and we have 
the power to influence the results 
either way.  

I recognize that this sounds 
idealistic, especially for Texas vot-
ers, because it’s a fact that Texas is 
indisputably red (it hasn’t gone blue 
since Bill Clements’ gubernatorial 
election in 1979.). We’re not a swing 
state. Why even vote?

In the interest of full disclo-

sure: yes, I am a Democrat. And yes, 
I plan to vote in the next election.

For my fellow Democrats, I re-
alize that we are voting in a losing 
battle. But it’s worth it to try, right? 
If you have the ability to vote and 
don’t, you have no power to com-
plain about any failures of an elect-
ed official – you, too, have failed if 
you do not exercise a fundamental 
American right to attempt to change 
a perceived flaw in the system.

But on the other side of the 
coin: not voting in Texas if you’re 
a Republican because “it’ll be red 
anyway” shows a high degree of 
complacency and, quite frankly, is 
lazy. Imagine if every Republican 
stopped voting in Texas because 
they assumed that everyone else 
would vote for them. It’s a version 
of the bystander effect, and in this 
scenario, no one wins.

To everyone: voting is a civ-
il right. Things are rarely free in 

America, and if you have the right 
credentials, this literally comes at 
zero cost to you. Feeling busy that 
week? Found yourself recently re-
located to South Dakota or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands on the eve of an elec-
tion? Never fear – if you’re unable 
to make to make it to the polling 
station that day, absentee voting 
ballots exist for you to vote on time 
in this country! And even better: you 
can vote by mail, or do early voting, 
if a jam-packed schedule won’t per-
mit you to mosey on down to the 
nearest station. As such, there is lit-
erally no excuse for not voting.

Voting is a true fundamental 
right, and regardless of any falsities 
or biases you see in politics, one 
truth remains: your vote matters 
and counts more than you think it 
does. It’s a mark of a true American. 

And besides – it’s high time 
that we beat South and North Dako-
ta at this once and for all.

Voting Day Blues (and Reds)

Senior Sunila Steephen

“Donald J. Trump is calling for 
a total and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United States 
until our country’s representatives 
can figure out what is going on,” 
Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump said, reading from a 
piece of paper about Muslim immi-
gration released by his campaign. 

I pressed pause. Fifteen sec-
onds had passed in a video of 
Trump speaking at his campaign 
rally on Dec. 7 in Mount Pleasant, 
South Carolina, and I just didn’t 
want to hear more.

The emotions came one after 
the other as I attempted to stomach 
his words.

I immediately felt angry. “A 
total and complete shutdown!?” If 
such an outrageous scenario were 
to actually happen, who would it 
apply to? Syrian refugees struggling 
to escape the war that has torn up 
the place they used to call home? 
Muslim-American citizens return-
ing from a trip overseas? Muslims 
serving in the military? My own 
mother and father? Me?

Next came the frustration. As a 

Muslim, nothing is more exasperat-
ing than being placed in the same 
category as Islamic terrorists. If you 
ask me, those people are not Mus-
lims. Their true religion is violence 
and hatred. They kill innocent peo-
ple in the name of Islam — and the 
Islam that I know, the Islam that has 
nurtured me for as long as I can re-
member, the Islam that has helped 
me grow closer to God, does not 
sanction such inhumane crimes.

All of this bitterness was ini-
tially directed toward Trump, at 
least until I decided to click play 
again. And that’s when I felt hurt. 
Sure, Trump’s words were, and still 
are, offensive. But the cheering, 
whistling and applause that fol-
lowed his statement — that’s what 
was truly upsetting.

For months, I’ve always won-
dered how Trump continues to 
lead the polls almost every week 
without fail. Some of his com-
ments and tweets are the opposite 
of what a presidential candidate 
should be saying; they’re insensi-
tive and prejudiced. 

But I’ve realized that Trump’s 
success comes from his choice to 
abandon the concept of political 
correctness and state what some 
people in this country actually feel 
and believe: According to a New 
York Times/CBS News poll con-
ducted in early December, Amer-
icans are more afraid now of an 
imminent terrorist attack since the 
weeks following Sept. 11, 2001. 
Seventy-nine percent of those sur-
veyed “believe a terrorist attack is 
somewhat likely or very likely in the 
next few months.”

Perhaps one reason that many 

Americans are feeling this way 
is because recently, nearly every 
news source has written an arti-
cle or two intertwining the words 
“bombs,” “shootings,” “radical Is-
lam” and “Muslims.” These articles 
became even more commonplace 
following the events in Paris and 
San Bernardino.

Of course, hearing about such 
unjust tragedies would make any-
one worried and afraid. So when an 
influential public figure like Trump 
says that Muslims should be banned 
or at the very least placed in a na-
tional database, he’s appealing to 
the masses by making them feel 
“safe.” He’s using a fear-mongering 
tactic to garner more support for 
his campaign. He says that he wants 
to “make America great again,” yet 
he’s simultaneously going 
against the consti-
tutional rights 
of Muslims 

and violating the ideals that America 
stands upon. 

Many don’t realize that this is 
exactly what groups like ISIS want. 
They want to create a divide between 
Islam and the West. They want Mus-
lims to feel like they don’t belong so 
that they can recruit more people for 
their cause. If we want to stand up to 
terrorist organizations, then staying 
united is the best way to do so.

As a Muslim, I am guaranteed 
the freedom of religion, just like any 
other American citizen. But how am 
I supposed to practice this freedom 
when my own country fears it? I’m 
tired of feeling afraid when I go 
through security at an airport. I’m 
tired of feeling like I have to apol-
ogize for the actions of some. I’m 
tired of feeling like I have to hide 

my religion. I am a Muslim, 
but I am not a terrorist. 

So don’t classify me 
as one. 

Religion Trumps Politics  

Senior Inaara Padani

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH CHAN 

Voting in 
Texas

By the 
Numbers:

254

In the United States 
presidental election in 2012, 
Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney won 38 electoral 
votes from the state of Texas, 
while Democratic incumbent 
Barack Obama won zero.

In 2014, 28.5 percent of 
registered voters turned 

out to vote in Texas 
midterm elections.

In the 
2012 election, 
Obama won 
26 counties.

The number of counties in Texas:

Democrats

Republicans

In 2014, 406,594 
ballots were cast in 

Dallas County for future 
governor Greg Abbott.
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