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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Fourcast is written 

primarily for students of the 
Hockaday Upper School, its 
faculty and staff. The Fourcast 
has a press run of 1,200 and is 
printed by Dallas Offset, Inc. It 
is distributed free of charge to 
the Hockaday community. 

Businesses who wish to ad-
vertise in The Fourcast should 
contact Sunila Steephen, Busi-
ness Manager, at ssteephen@ 
hockaday.org. We reserve the 
right to refuse any advertising 
which is deemed inappropriate 
to the Hockaday community. 

Opinions will be clearly 
marked and/or will appear in 
the perspectives section. Com-
mentaries are the expressed 
opinion of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect that of 
The Fourcast staff, its adviser 
or any member of the Hock-
aday community. Unsigned 
editorials that appear on the 
opinions page will reflect 
the official position of The 
Fourcast, but not necessarily 
the position of the Hockaday 
community. 

The Fourcast staff may 
cover student, staff, faculty or 
alumnae deaths as the staff is 
made aware. We reserve the 
right not to cover a death based 
on relevance, timeliness and 
circumstance. 

Corrections and clarifica-
tions from previous issues will 
be found as designated in the 
news section.  

Any questions or concerns 
about should be addressed to 
Erin Thomas, Editor-in-Chief, 
at ethomas@hockaday.org.
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STAFF STANDOFF  |  Waffles or Pancakes?

Texas. Home of Dr. Pepper, 
America’s Team and the one of the 
lowest voting turnouts in the country.

Voting participation in Texas 
has been on a precipitous decline 
for the past few years, and we’ve 
moved down from 47th  to 49th in 
the country, only ahead of Indiana. 
Yes, this means that even North 
and South Dakota beat us.

Guys, this is really embarrass-
ing. We have Blue Bell, the coolest 
music festivals and killer queso, 
and we’re about to throw away our 
sterling reputation for low voter 
turnout? Come on. We can totally 
do better than that.

On the eve of a new year 
accompanied with a deluge of 
tweets, texts and news coverage 
about primaries, it turns out that 
our votes are incredibly important 
during these elections – it’s been 
eight years since an election with-
out an incumbent, and we have 
the power to influence the results 
either way.  

I recognize that this sounds 
idealistic, especially for Texas vot-
ers, because it’s a fact that Texas is 
indisputably red (it hasn’t gone blue 
since Bill Clements’ gubernatorial 
election in 1979.). We’re not a swing 
state. Why even vote?

In the interest of full disclo-

sure: yes, I am a Democrat. And yes, 
I plan to vote in the next election.

For my fellow Democrats, I re-
alize that we are voting in a losing 
battle. But it’s worth it to try, right? 
If you have the ability to vote and 
don’t, you have no power to com-
plain about any failures of an elect-
ed official – you, too, have failed if 
you do not exercise a fundamental 
American right to attempt to change 
a perceived flaw in the system.

But on the other side of the 
coin: not voting in Texas if you’re 
a Republican because “it’ll be red 
anyway” shows a high degree of 
complacency and, quite frankly, is 
lazy. Imagine if every Republican 
stopped voting in Texas because 
they assumed that everyone else 
would vote for them. It’s a version 
of the bystander effect, and in this 
scenario, no one wins.

To everyone: voting is a civ-
il right. Things are rarely free in 

America, and if you have the right 
credentials, this literally comes at 
zero cost to you. Feeling busy that 
week? Found yourself recently re-
located to South Dakota or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands on the eve of an elec-
tion? Never fear – if you’re unable 
to make to make it to the polling 
station that day, absentee voting 
ballots exist for you to vote on time 
in this country! And even better: you 
can vote by mail, or do early voting, 
if a jam-packed schedule won’t per-
mit you to mosey on down to the 
nearest station. As such, there is lit-
erally no excuse for not voting.

Voting is a true fundamental 
right, and regardless of any falsities 
or biases you see in politics, one 
truth remains: your vote matters 
and counts more than you think it 
does. It’s a mark of a true American. 

And besides – it’s high time 
that we beat South and North Dako-
ta at this once and for all.

Voting Day Blues (and Reds)

Senior Sunila Steephen

“Donald J. Trump is calling for 
a total and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United States 
until our country’s representatives 
can figure out what is going on,” 
Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump said, reading from a 
piece of paper about Muslim immi-
gration released by his campaign. 

I pressed pause. Fifteen sec-
onds had passed in a video of 
Trump speaking at his campaign 
rally on Dec. 7 in Mount Pleasant, 
South Carolina, and I just didn’t 
want to hear more.

The emotions came one after 
the other as I attempted to stomach 
his words.

I immediately felt angry. “A 
total and complete shutdown!?” If 
such an outrageous scenario were 
to actually happen, who would it 
apply to? Syrian refugees struggling 
to escape the war that has torn up 
the place they used to call home? 
Muslim-American citizens return-
ing from a trip overseas? Muslims 
serving in the military? My own 
mother and father? Me?

Next came the frustration. As a 

Muslim, nothing is more exasperat-
ing than being placed in the same 
category as Islamic terrorists. If you 
ask me, those people are not Mus-
lims. Their true religion is violence 
and hatred. They kill innocent peo-
ple in the name of Islam — and the 
Islam that I know, the Islam that has 
nurtured me for as long as I can re-
member, the Islam that has helped 
me grow closer to God, does not 
sanction such inhumane crimes.

All of this bitterness was ini-
tially directed toward Trump, at 
least until I decided to click play 
again. And that’s when I felt hurt. 
Sure, Trump’s words were, and still 
are, offensive. But the cheering, 
whistling and applause that fol-
lowed his statement — that’s what 
was truly upsetting.

For months, I’ve always won-
dered how Trump continues to 
lead the polls almost every week 
without fail. Some of his com-
ments and tweets are the opposite 
of what a presidential candidate 
should be saying; they’re insensi-
tive and prejudiced. 

But I’ve realized that Trump’s 
success comes from his choice to 
abandon the concept of political 
correctness and state what some 
people in this country actually feel 
and believe: According to a New 
York Times/CBS News poll con-
ducted in early December, Amer-
icans are more afraid now of an 
imminent terrorist attack since the 
weeks following Sept. 11, 2001. 
Seventy-nine percent of those sur-
veyed “believe a terrorist attack is 
somewhat likely or very likely in the 
next few months.”

Perhaps one reason that many 

Americans are feeling this way 
is because recently, nearly every 
news source has written an arti-
cle or two intertwining the words 
“bombs,” “shootings,” “radical Is-
lam” and “Muslims.” These articles 
became even more commonplace 
following the events in Paris and 
San Bernardino.

Of course, hearing about such 
unjust tragedies would make any-
one worried and afraid. So when an 
influential public figure like Trump 
says that Muslims should be banned 
or at the very least placed in a na-
tional database, he’s appealing to 
the masses by making them feel 
“safe.” He’s using a fear-mongering 
tactic to garner more support for 
his campaign. He says that he wants 
to “make America great again,” yet 
he’s simultaneously going 
against the consti-
tutional rights 
of Muslims 

and violating the ideals that America 
stands upon. 

Many don’t realize that this is 
exactly what groups like ISIS want. 
They want to create a divide between 
Islam and the West. They want Mus-
lims to feel like they don’t belong so 
that they can recruit more people for 
their cause. If we want to stand up to 
terrorist organizations, then staying 
united is the best way to do so.

As a Muslim, I am guaranteed 
the freedom of religion, just like any 
other American citizen. But how am 
I supposed to practice this freedom 
when my own country fears it? I’m 
tired of feeling afraid when I go 
through security at an airport. I’m 
tired of feeling like I have to apol-
ogize for the actions of some. I’m 
tired of feeling like I have to hide 

my religion. I am a Muslim, 
but I am not a terrorist. 

So don’t classify me 
as one. 

Religion Trumps Politics  

Senior Inaara Padani

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH CHAN 

Voting in 
Texas

By the 
Numbers:

254

In the United States 
presidental election in 2012, 
Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney won 38 electoral 
votes from the state of Texas, 
while Democratic incumbent 
Barack Obama won zero.

In 2014, 28.5 percent of 
registered voters turned 

out to vote in Texas 
midterm elections.

In the 
2012 election, 
Obama won 
26 counties.

The number of counties in Texas:

Democrats

Republicans

In 2014, 406,594 
ballots were cast in 

Dallas County for future 
governor Greg Abbott.
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